
Outstanding Interdiction Effort 
 
The Oregon State Police Domestic Highway Enforcement (DHE) team is comprised of the following: 

• 4 Drug Enforcement (HIT) Detectives assigned throughout the state 
• 9 Patrol K9 Troopers assigned throughout the state 
• 1 Drug Enforcement Sergeant 
• 1 Patrol K9 Sergeant 

 
The OSP DHE team’s mission is to identify and disrupt all criminal conduct on Oregon highways and 
identify elements of drug trafficking organizations for further investigation and dismantling in 
cooperation with numerous law enforcement agencies not only in Oregon but several other locations 
within the United States.    

The DHE team lives out its mission each day by blending hardnosed team work across two divisions 
within the Oregon State Police.  Both the Patrol and Criminal (drug enforcement section) divisions work 
together to provide a start to finish approach to interdiction work.  Being spread out across the state can 
pose some challenges for response times, but through commitment and communication our team works 
together to provide resources in a timely fashion.  Thorough investigations started by the patrol trooper 
and finished by the detective lead to successful prosecution throughout the state.  Each case is 
approached with a team mentality and is focused on providing quality investigations in a timely manner. 

The DHE K9 troopers regularly initiate traffic stops on Oregon’s highways and interstates.  Through 
their training and experience they often find illegal contraband.  When a HIDTA level seizure is done 
the HIT detective is called in to assist the trooper and conduct post seizure investigative work.  OSP has 
strategically placed HIT detectives throughout the state to provide a quicker response to these types of 
seizures.  It is common for HIT detectives to travel several hours to work a case and then return home.  
HIT detectives are a dedicated group of highly motivated individuals who are committed to responding 
to seizures all hours of the day and night.  Having four detectives and one sergeant lends to many long 
days and nights working cases across Oregon.   
 
The DHE success wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the detailed front end work being conducted by 
the K9 troopers.  The K9 troopers are experts in search and seizure and have a keen knack for finding 
illegal narcotics traveling on Oregon’s highways and interstates.   

The below cases are two of the many multi-state interdiction cases investigated by the DHE team over 
the last year. 

In February 2019 an OSP K9 Trooper conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle near Klamath Falls for a 
lighting violation. During the traffic stop a consent search was conducted where 17 pounds of 
methamphetamine, and approximately 3.5 pounds of marijuana was located. An OSP HIT detective 
responded to Klamath Falls in an attempt to continue the investigation. While interviewing the suspect, 
the detective learned the narcotics were coming from California and were destined for Spokane, 
Washington.  

The HIT detective contacted the Spokane DEA office. Spokane DEA was able to conduct a controlled 
delivery and arrest a multi pound methamphetamine dealer that was responsible for the distribution of 
several hundred pounds of methamphetamine. The information obtained from the OSP HIT detective 
helped lead to several other multi pound methamphetamine distributers within the Spokane area.  
 
In April 2019 a Trooper conducted a traffic stop on Hwy 20 near MP 123 for a lane violation. A consent 
search revealed approximately 29 pounds of marijuana that was destined for Minnesota. An OSP HIT 



detective responded. During the interview the detective was able to obtain more information from the 
suspect’s cellular phone as well as the interview. The HIT detective shared the information with  
St. Paul, Minnesota law enforcement. 
 
From the information obtained by the HIT detective, Minnesota law enforcement was able to conduct 
two additional search warrants where they located an additional 1.5 pounds of marijuana, several 
firearms, and a multi-state Cock fighting ring that reached California, Minnesota, and Georgia. 
   
The Oregon State Police DHE team continues to adapt to current drug trends and best practices. Their 
success would not be possible without the seamless relationships built with federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies across the country.  The OSP DHE continues to be available as a reliable resource 
ready to help at a moment’s notice.       

During 2018 the Oregon State Police DHE had a major impact on narcotics interdictions across the state 
that spanned into many other states, leading to the below seizures: 
 

$2,639,039 in currency seized in 2018  9,513 Marijuana plants 
2,965 lbs. of bulk Marijuana    414 lbs. of extracts and edibles 
721 lbs. Methamphetamines    96 lbs. Heroin 
21 lbs. Cocaine      53 lbs. Psilocybin mushrooms 
634 dosage units Oxy     441 Firearms seized 
Fentanyl seized     909 arrests 

1,273g Fentanyl 
50 dosage units 
12 patches 

 
The OSP DHE team meticulously investigates cases leading to successful prosecution and the removal 
of illegal narcotics on our highways.  They have a concentrated effort to work CAPE (Criminal 
Apprehension through Patrol Enforcement) operations, saturating pre-determined locations with highly 
motivated troopers actively looking for illegal contraband, and assisting partner agencies with 
interdictions.  They continue to set the bar high for interdiction cases and are deserving of the 
Outstanding Interdiction Effort award.    
 
 
 
 
 



Outstanding Interstate or International Impact Investigative Effort 
This nomination provides a thumb nail example of the work done by the Portland Police Bureau’s 
Drugs and Vice Division (DVD), and highlighted is one of the most impactful and effective 
investigations conducted by this unit. This example exemplifies the extraordinary work conducted by 
this taskforce on a daily basis and demonstrates the phenomenal investigative skill of all the 
investigators, in addition to the professionalism of the support staff behind the scenes. The following 
investigation is an example using innovative investigative techniques and highlights the cooperation 
and partnerships with other agencies that led to success of the Drugs and Vice Division. 

Following the “Threat Review and Prioritization (TRP) priority community threats” established by the 
Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA), the Major County Sheriffs of America (MCSA), and the 
Intelligence Commanders Group (ICG), with the support of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
the Drugs and Vice Division focused their efforts on the top (5) five threats facing our communities. 
This work group identified the top threats as “Violent Crime with Firearms, Drug User Derivative 
Crime, Drug Trafficking and Proliferation, Decentralized Street Gangs, and the Opioid Epidemic”. 
DVD incorporated an investigative model named “IMPACT” into its mission.  This model focuses on 
Investigative Methods Prioritized Against Community Threats. Mirroring national trends, the Portland 
Metro area was victimized by gun violence and fatal opioid overdoses which were attributed to gangs 
trafficking illegal drugs to include fentanyl. After a gang related homicide, and multiple other gang 
related shootings, DVD took the lead in the investigation when it was determined that the shootings 
and homicide were fueled by drug debts involving gang associates. DVD initiated a drug trafficking 
and money laundering investigation targeting the violent drug traffickers associated to this homicide. 
The focus of the investigation were high level interstate and international fentanyl drug traffickers, and 
the OCDETF Operation was dubbed “Operation Bad Blood.” Partnering in this investigation were 
investigators from IRS CID, FBI, HSI, and DEA, as well as state and local law enforcement agencies 
from across the United States. 

Utilizing a multi-prong approach in this investigation utilizing the strengths of the different agencies 
involved, the lead investigators identified the leaders of this DTO and determined this DTO was 
distributing large quantities of cocaine, counterfeit oxycodone pills (fentanyl), methamphetamine and 
marijuana across the United States, to include: Oregon, Washington, North Dakota, Michigan, and 
West Virginia. 

The lead investigators used financial crimes as the mechanism to develop this case.  This DTO used a 
number of money laundering methods in which the investigators were able to exploit. As PC was 
developed along the way, investigators served arrest and search warrants in the interest of community 
safety, to prevent additional shootings and overdoses. Subsequent to the first round of search warrants, 
investigators seized numerous firearms and evidence of drug trafficking that confirmed this DTO’s 
involvement in the homicide. 

Based on this evidence, and other information gathered, investigators developed probable cause to 
arrest (3) three individuals associated to the initial murder investigation. Investigators secured 
additional search warrants and were able to arrest (2) two of the subjects while the third fled to North 
Dakota.   Again, significant amounts of drugs were seized along with cash and stolen firearms. Follow 
up warrants were coordinated in North Dakota, where the target subject again fled and avoided arrest. 
In these warrants in North Dakota, large amounts of illegal drugs were seized along with more 
firearms. This subject was eventually located and arrested by investigators in Las Vegas where he 
assumed another identity. 



With each additional arrest and search warrant, investigators identified additional co-conspirators 
actively involved in this DTO. It became evident, even with substantial arrests and seizures, the 
members of this DTO were still engaged in violent shootings and the importation and distribution of 
fentanyl. Another round of warrants were served shortly after, and on this occasion, investigators 
arrested an individual for attempted murder who was involved in a shooting in downtown Portland. 
Recovered in these warrants were (9) nine firearms including a fully automatic “machine gun”, body 
armor, and significant amounts of counterfeit oxycodone pills containing fentanyl and cash. 

Following the intelligence, investigators targeted the next level of fentanyl dealers and importers, 
including a subject who was recently granted clemency on prior federal firearm and drug trafficking 
convictions. Search warrants were secured for these targets and again additional firearms and evidence 
of fentanyl trafficking were seized. 

The investigation was culminated in January and February of 2019, as investigators developed 
probable cause to arrest the importers of fentanyl from China, and those responsible for pressing the 
counterfeit oxycodone pills. Search warrants were granted for numerous locations in Seattle, 
Vancouver, and Portland. Numerous firearms were seized in addition to more counterfeit pills, pill 
presses, and fentanyl.  

In total, investigators executed approximately (115) search warrants, seized approximately (4,000) 
counterfeit oxycodone pills manufactured with fentanyl, (14.5) pounds of fentanyl, (2.64) pounds of 
cocaine, (4) pounds of methamphetamine, (29) firearms, body armor, more than $500,000 cash and 
assets, (7) vehicles, (1) food cart, (50) kilograms of pill binder and (2) pill presses.  Ten high level 
violent drug traffickers have been arrested and charged. It was estimated that this organization was 
producing and distributing anywhere between 50,000 to 100,000 pills a week that were distributed 
nationwide.  

This DTO was dismantled, and the members are facing numerous federal and state charges to include 
homicide and attempted homicide, in addition to possible Len Bias enhancements. This investigation 
is still on-going, and spin off cases include the manufacturers of the fentanyl overseas. 

Of note in this investigation was a partnership with the Multnomah County Medical Examiner’s 
Office, and the communication and collaboration in tracking of fatal fentanyl related overdoses. 
Investigators suspect this DTO was responsible for at least ten (10) fatal overdoses in the Multnomah 
County area alone. According to preliminary information there were thirty (30) fatal overdoses in 
Portland attributed to counterfeit oxycodone pills in 2018, as of this writing there have been two (2) in 
2019.  

This combined investigation and collaborative effort between all the agencies involved, proved to be 
very successful, not only in dismantling this fentanyl distribution operation that caused catastrophic 
harm in our communities, but also in the lives saved by eliminating this threat to our neighborhoods.  

With the re-organization of the Portland Police Bureau and the Drugs and Vice Division, DVD has and 
continues to partner and work collaboratively with local, state, and federal partners in order to further 
the missions of the Police Bureau, ONEA, and HIDTA. The success of the Division would not be 
possible without the cooperation and partnerships, many of which were developed and fostered at 
ONEA conferences over the years, in addition to the HIDTA program. 



Outstanding Task Force 
  
Currently, RADE consists of four (4) detectives, one (1) Probation Officer (PO), one (1) Deputy 
District Attorney and a National Guard Analyst. Det. Sgt. Doni Hamilton, Detectives Brent 
Sitowski, Dave Chambers, Jesse Lorentz, and PO Matt Scaglione should be commended for the 
outstanding and unbelievable work they were able to accomplish in 2018.  
 
For nine months, because of staffing issues, RADE was not fully staffed. However, this did not 
deter them. The stats alone should speak for themselves: 267 cases investigated, of which, 224 
involved methamphetamine, heroin, cocaine and/or all three. Forty-three (43) cases included 
marijuana and/or the processing of Butane Honey Oil labs. RADE arrested 236 subjects for 
controlled substance offenses, warrants and/or crimes related to narcotic activity. RADE seized 
over 72 firearms from the execution of 39 search and seizure warrants and/or arrests. They were 
able to take 26 drug endangered children into protective custody and place them with DHS Child 
Welfare. They seized over 65.86 pounds of methamphetamine and 11 pounds of heroin, all 
within Josephine County. RADE could not create these cases and stats without the efforts of 
other agencies and their assistance. Their communication, reputation and respect for other law 
enforcement agencies helped them in easily soliciting the help they needed when asked. RADE 
often times asked BINET, DINT, SCINT, MADGE, OSP DES, Grants Pass DPS Major Crime 
Unit, DEA, HSI, ATF and many other local agencies for assistance when executing search 
warrants, making buy busts, buy walks and UC operations. I cannot reiterate enough how many 
compliments RADE agencies received from the public as well as the agencies listed above 
regarding RADE’s work with them. 
 
RADE hosted an undercover school by bringing in experienced UC detectives from Serrato and 
Associates Inc. out of California. They invited other agencies and task forces to attend and over 
25 detectives from around Oregon attended the training held in Grants Pass. The detectives have 
given over 80 hours of instruction in drug related training to DHS Child Welfare, Pacific Power, 
North Valley High School, Grants Pass High School, Student Public Safety Academy, Citizens 
Public Safety Academy, Regional Reserve Academy and Grants Pass DPS patrol teams. RADE’s 
dedication, commitment and passion for their job is evident by providing this training to their 
fellow officers and citizens of Josephine County. 
 
Following are quotes from two RADE partners, Josephine County District Attorney Ryan 
Mulkins, and Josephine County Community Corrections Director Nate Gaoiran. 
 

“RADE’s hard work has allowed the Josephine County District Attorney’s Office to 
obtain large sentences on high level drug dealers in our community.  For example, we 
prosecuted Alejandro Mendeola for DCS, MCS, PCS heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine 
and obtained an 81-month sentence; we prosecuted repeat drug dealer Robert Simmons 
for DCS, PCS heroin and methamphetamine and obtained a 115 months sentence; we 
prosecuted David Macy (a Josephine County Drug Court participant) for DCS heroin 
and methamphetamine and obtained a 100 months sentences.  Large sentences such as 
these have a deterrent effect on other potential drug dealers in our community.  When 
drug dealers see other dealers getting huge prison time they refrain from dealing or move 
their business outside of Josephine County.  Finally, taking large amounts of drugs off 



the street keeps addicts from overdosing, keeps more people in recovery, and helps 
prevent new addicts.” 

 
Ryan Mulkins 
 
RADE offers a valuable service to the Southern Oregon Community, promoting 
accountability and public safety. Community Corrections is proud to support RADE and 
continue our partnership to eliminate the drug activity in Southern Oregon.  
 
Respectfully, 
Nate Gaoiran 
 

In closing, thank you for considering this group of dedicated public servants for their outstanding 
work.  Their work in the community is not only fixing lives but saving them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2250 McGilchrist St SE, Suite 100, Salem, Oregon  97302 
Telephone:  (503) 378-6347    Fax:  (503) 373-1936    

Outstanding Investigative Support Analyst 
 
Terra Duncan has been a valued member of the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA for almost 15 years, 
leading to her current appointment as the Lead Analyst at the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA ISC.   
Ms. Duncan has been true to her Lead title and duties for several years of extensive change and 
turnover at the ISC, but most notably this past year. 
 
Ms. Duncan has stepped in and provided analytical work with several vacancies occurring this 
past year (June 1, 2018 through Mary 31, 2019); while maintaining her duties as Lead Analyst. 
The past year also brought a great deal of change to the Oregon Department of Justice Criminal 
Justice Division with the greatest impact on the analytical teams including the ISC. Ms. 
Duncan’s commitment to our internal and external partners, stakeholders, and task forces never 
faltered during this timeframe; in fact, she excelled. 
 
Ms. Duncan provided insightful and thorough investigative support both directly to the task 
forces and to the analytical team at the ISC daily. Her experience has lent to a broader area of 
analytical support and stronger cases overall, extending additional analytical support to the task 
forces that needed it, even when they didn’t know it.  
 
By way of her years of dedication, it’s clear Ms. Duncan’s passion for the work the ISC does is 
unparalleled and her tenacious attitude was just what was needed to help the team pull through a 
very trying year. She is absolutely deserving of this honor, and it is no doubt long overdue. 
 
 



  

Sharon L. Aberle Memorial Outstanding Administrator Award 
  

This memorandum serves to nominate Administrative Specialist Susie Diede of the Central Oregon 
Drug Enforcement (CODE) team for the 2019 Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Sharon L. Aberle Memorial 
Outstanding Administrator Award.  Susie consistently exemplifies professionalism, selfless 
dedication, and outstanding commitment to the team and public service.  The CODE team’s 
successes are directly attributed to her contributions.   
 
Susie Diede began employment with the City of Bend Police Department in 2006 as a Records 
Specialist.  In August of 2014, Susie was assigned to the Central Oregon Drug Enforcement 
(CODE) team as an Administrative Specialist.  She has maintained this position since that time. 
 
The Central Oregon Drug Enforcement team, which is based in Bend, was originally formed in July 
1991 and pre-dates HIDTA in Deschutes County and Central Oregon by several years and was first 
funded by HIDTA in 2000.  The enforcement initiative is a multi-agency task force that includes 
multiple investigators and support personnel from various Central Oregon law enforcement 
agencies, the Oregon State Police, FBI, DEA and the Oregon National Guard.  There is only one 
administrative assistant on the team and Susie Diede effectively occupies the position.   
 
Susie can best be described as the glue that keeps all of the members of CODE from all the 
different agencies together and working cohesively.  Over the past year, Susie has not only trained 
and assisted a new CODE Lieutenant in transition from Lt. Parker, but due to continued 
promotions, is also currently training another new CODE Lieutenant as well as a new CODE 
Sergeant, having had Sgt. Dan Connor promoted out of CODE.  Losing Dan Connor was a hard 
blow to the team due to his institutional knowledge but because Susie is so dedicated and 
knowledgeable in her job, the CODE team is moving forward without losing our focus.   Without 
Susie, the transitions would have been so much harder and the team likely would have faltered.   
  
Susie is an optimistic and energetic member of the CODE team.  She is highly regarded and 
respected by everyone she interacts with.  She always models high ethics, integrity, 
professionalism, and excellence.  She genuinely cares about every member’s success on the team. 
 
Susie is dedicated to CODE’s mission of suppressing major criminal drug activity by disrupting 
and/or dismantling organizations that are manufacturing and trafficking illegal narcotics in the 
Central Oregon region.  She is extremely versed in the administrative processes, operations, and 
functions that are required by CODE and Oregon-Idaho HIDTA.  She is responsible for a wide 
variety of tasks that include, but are not limited to, data entry, report processing, statistics, training, 
audits, informant tracking, billing, reimbursements, forfeitures, and budgets.   
 
Susie has been innovative in creating spreadsheets and processes to more efficiently and effectively 
track investigations, asset forfeitures, confidential funds, and informant activity.  She is always 
looking for ways to be more efficient.  Her attention to detail, creativeness, understanding of 
investigative needs, and strength in administrative functions allows her to excel in this area.  She is 
extremely organized with all data, records, and files. 

 
Susie’s interaction with the HIDTA program through the years has been remarkable.  She is 
intimately involved in the yearly budget process ensuring that the necessary paperwork is complete 



  

and requirements have been met.  A significant part of Susie’s duties includes the statistical 
tracking of data that is entered into the PMP program, which is extremely important.   
 
In addition, Susie has developed a new process that specifically accounts, audits, and tracks team 
statistics, which has provided our local leaders a more in depth view of the team’s outputs and 
accomplishments.  Susie is in constant communication with the financial manager for Oregon 
HIDTA and is quick to respond to requests.  She also routinely works with local parent agency 
business managers for purchasing and billing. 
 
Susie was also instrumental in CODE’s move to a larger and more effective office.  This required 
significant time to set up the new office space and ensure all services were being provided to the 
new building, all the while maintaining her duties, training new supervisors and keeping morale 
high by her infectious optimism.   
 
In conclusion, Susie is invaluable to the CODE team.  If it were not for her contributions, the 
CODE team would not operate at such a high level.  She is appreciated and deserves to be 
acknowledged for her outstanding performance. 



Outstanding Task Force Commander 
 
Please accept this nomination letter for Detective Sergeant Doni Hamilton to be considered for 
the Outstanding Task Force Supervisor of the year.     
 
RADE’s mission has always been aimed at enhancing the coordination of effort and resources 
among the participating agencies to enforce laws, and protect citizens from illegal drug activity 
and related criminal acts. Much like other Oregon drug task forces, RADE has had to adapt to 
changing laws, and philosophies as it pertains to the manufacturing, possession, and distribution 
of Marijuana.  In December of 2016, the RADE Board tasked the new RADE Operations 
Supervisor with a refocused mission.  The RADE Board recognized the aggressive pursuit of 
enforcement of ever-changing laws related to marijuana was diminishing RADE’s response to 
the epidemic level of methamphetamine and heroin in our community. 
 
Sergeant Hamilton was named the RADE operations supervisor in December of 2016. Sgt. 
Hamilton was previously assigned as a Patrol Sergeant for the Grants Pass Department of Public 
Safety (GPDPS). Prior to working for GPDPS, Sgt. Hamilton worked for the Monmouth Police 
Department, where he was assigned to the Polk Interagency Narcotics Team. When Sgt. 
Hamilton took over supervision of RADE, he had the task of being seen as the leader of an 
existing team.  Sgt. Hamilton quickly took this on and earned the respect of his team.   
 
Since Sgt. Hamilton has assumed supervision of RADE he has taken steps to become more 
effective as a team. Sgt. Hamilton frequently adjusts his team’s work schedule to better 
accommodate times when their clientele are active. Sgt. Hamilton researched procedures for 
easier access to “buy money” accounts which created better accountability and better operational 
readiness.  Sgt. Hamilton is a skillful investigator with a near photographic memory. Sgt. 
Hamilton has an uncanny ability of knowing individuals frequently contacted by law 
enforcement. In addition to knowing the individual, Sgt. Hamilton knows and remembers their 
families, friends and acquaintances. 
   
During the first six months of 2017, RADE was busy. RADE investigated 206 cases of which, 
190 involved methamphetamine, heroin, cocaine and/or all three. Fourteen cases included 
marijuana and/or the processing of Butane Honey Oil labs. RADE arrested 208 subjects for 
controlled substance offenses, warrants and/or crimes related to narcotic activity. RADE seized 
over 84 firearms from the execution of 42 search and seizure warrants and/or arrests. They were 
able to take 44 drug endangered children into protective custody and place them with DHS Child 
Welfare. RADE seized over 40 pounds of methamphetamine and 12 pounds of heroin, all within 
Josephine County.  
 
When the Grants Pass Department of Public Safety reported its crime statistics for the first six 
months of 2017, several significant decreases in property crimes were realized.  There was a 
56% decrease in burglaries, 38% decrease in UEMV’s, and a 37% decrease in thefts.  The drop 
in property crimes was so significant that the CJIS Division of the Oregon State Police 
demanded an explanation for the decrease.  In response, Chief Bill Landis wrote; 
 
 “We have taken over the supervision of the Narcotics task force on December 1st, 2016. We have 
had great success with major drug cases with emphasis being now given to methamphetamine 



and heroin which I believe correlates to the decrease in theft to include burglaries, motor 
vehicles, and larceny in general. Additionally, arrest procedures with a trip to jail for any crime 
and some individuals who went to prison for multiple offenses that were impacting crime can all 
be attributed to the downturn.” 
 
Continuing on with the same vigor as last year, RADE statistics for 2018 were impressive.  
During 2018 RADE seized 66 lbs. of methamphetamine, and nearly 11 lbs. of Heroin.  RADE 
initiated 267 investigations and made 236 arrests.  RADE seized 72 guns, served 40 search 
warrants and assisted with 4 homicide investigations. RADE is currently working 5 separate Len 
Bias cases. 
 
It is believed the aggressive enforcement of methamphetamine and heroin directly correlates to 
the decrease in these crimes. 2018 crime statistics continued a downward trend in Grants Pass.  
Sgt. Hamilton’s leadership and drive are a major reason for the team’s success, and on how the 
team combats the influences of illicit drugs in the community. Doni serves on the board of the 
Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association as Vice President of Region III, and this year 
testified before the House Judiciary Committee on House Bill 2797.  Doni also authored the 
petition to get HIDTA designation for Josephine County. Doni is to be commended for a job well 
done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outstanding Prosecutor 
  
Please accept this memorandum as the nomination letter for Josephine County Deputy District 
Attorney (DDA) Josh Eastman for the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA and ONEA Award for Outstanding 
Prosecutor. Outlined is DDA Eastman’s collaborative spirit of drug enforcement as well as his 
role in the arrest, prosecution and conviction of individuals engaged in illegal drug activities over 
the past year. 
 
DDA Josh Eastman has been a DA for almost 5 years; all in Josephine County. He was assigned 
as the Rogue Area Drug Enforcement (RADE) Team prosecutor in 2017, and is still currently 
assigned to the team. Josh is tenacious, meticulous and fair when it comes to prosecuting drug 
cases within Josephine County. His reputation with fellow attorneys is one of respect and 
admiration. Josh attempts to meet with RADE detectives every week. During those meetings, 
cases are discussed, case law is reviewed and search and seizure warrants are talked about. His 
vast understanding and expertise regarding search and seizure and current law is far more 
extensive than most district attorney’s given his experience. He is currently the drug court 
prosecutor for Josephine County, responsible for helping people change their lives in a positive 
manner. 
 
During 2018, Josh created 683 cases that involved 983 charges. He specifically handled 304 
cases involving 423 charges. He was responsible for helping 68 subjects enter into and 43 
graduate from the Josephine County Drug Court (25 are currently still in the program). DDA 
Eastman has prosecuted several high profile drug cases in Josephine County in 2018. The 
astounding numbers not only show Josh’s commitment to helping law enforcement by gaining 
convictions, but it also shows his passion to hold people accountable for either possessing, 
delivering or manufacturing illegal narcotics within Josephine County. It should also be noted 
that all these subjects were convicted of drug charges pertaining to methamphetamine, heroin, 
cocaine or all three. In 2018, Josh helped in convicting, sending to prison 59 subjects for a total 
of 688 months! Some cases that standout include; 115 months for a subject who was convicted of 
dealing heroin, a current drug court client who was dealing both methamphetamine and heroin 
within the program received 100 months, and multiple sentences for over 80 months on subjects 
dealing methamphetamine and/or heroin. 
 
As can be seen by Josh’s commitment, passion and leadership, illegal drug cases are taken 
seriously and prosecuted the right way. He leads the DA’s Office by example and sets the bar 
extremely high for others to reach. Josephine County, RADE and the other L.E. agencies feel 
beyond blessed to have DDA Josh Eastman on their side. 
 
 
 



Award for Excellence 
 
In the past year the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Dangerous Drug Team has undergone changes 
that have put the team in a transitional state.  The team is comprised of four full time investigators, an 
Investigative Technician and one sergeant from the sheriff’s office.  In April of 2018 the team 
transitioned to a new team sergeant.  Deputy Josh Zwick is an experienced narcotics investigator on an 
experienced team.  In the past year the team also lost a very seasoned investigator and Deputy Zwick 
assumed the responsibility of training the newest member of the team in every aspect of being a new 
member on the team.  Also during this time Deputy Zwick maintained his high level of production in 
narcotics investigations.  In every investigation, Deputy Zwick looks to exhaust every avenue that 
could possibly result in more suspects, drugs or money before declaring the investigation concluded.  
Whether that is with additional search warrants, surveillance or interviews, Deputy Zwick is not 
satisfied until every possibility is sought.   
 
Over the past year Deputy Zwick has been the case lead or co-case lead in cases that have resulted in 
the dismantling or disruption of seven DTO’s, 77 persons arrested, the seizure of over 33 pounds of 
methamphetamine, 25 pounds of heroin, three pounds of cocaine, over $260,000 in US currency, 11 
vehicles and 23 firearms. 
 
Deputy Zwick is well known in the region as being a person to call when other teams need assistance, 
a co-case lead, advice or just a favor in their investigation.  Over the past year Deputy Zwick has 
partnered with many local and federal agencies throughout the area, to include the Gresham Police 
Department (SET), Washington County (WIN), Clark County (DTF), Clackamas County DTF, DEA, 
FBI, ICE, Portland Police Bureau’s HIT Team, DVD and East Precinct’s Neighborhood Response 
Team (NRT). On October 30, 2018 Deputy Zwick partnered with the Portland Police Bureau’s Drugs 
and Vice Division (DVD) and executed search warrants on locations, vehicles and people that resulted 
in three arrests, over $21,000 in cash, five firearms, three pounds of methamphetamine and four and a 
half pounds of heroin.  On February 7, 2019 Deputy Zwick partnered with the Clark (WA) Drug Task 
Force and executed search warrants at multiple locations in Vancouver and Gresham that resulted in 
the arrest of two people, the seizure of five pounds of heroin and over $18,000 in cash.  
 
Deputy Zwick has the experience level that allows him to see the big picture and find ways to meet 
goals of his cases without always going down the traditional roads.  On August 14, 2018 Deputy 
Zwick gained intelligence into a Mexican DTO from a Confidential Reliable Informant.  From that 
information Deputy Zwick started an investigation that included conducting surveillance, both physical 
and electronic.  Without making a controlled buy but analyzing and using the intelligence he had 
gained, Deputy Zwick directed the investigation that resulted in a traffic stop of the Portland area boss 
of the organization and his runner.  From that stop probable cause was gained to apply for search 
warrants at two locations that resulted in two arrests, the seizure of over seven pounds of heroin, over 
20 pounds of methamphetamine and $107,000 in cash.   
 
Deputy Zwick’s work ethic, knowledge and expertise in the field of narcotics investigations has been 
an integral part of the Dangerous Drug Team for over 11 years.  In the past year Deputy Zwick has 
continued his high level of production in addition to taking on a mentoring role within the unit during a 
time of transition.  Though his responsibilities have increased over the past year, Deputy Zwick always 
has a positive attitude and is eager to help with other team member’s cases.   
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