
 

 

                                                                

           

        Director’s Message 
 
To begin, I am extremely happy to report that the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) has released 2019 HIDTA grant funds and has issued award letters to state and 
local program grantees and memorandums of understanding to federal program grantees. 
More simply put, Oregon-Idaho HIDTA state and local agency initiatives may begin 
requesting reimbursement and federal agency initiatives may begin spending against their 
2019 awards! 
 
Over the last month the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA has “endured” an ONDCP performance audit 
and an ONDCP financial audit. In a nutshell, the purpose of these audits is to test the 
program’s operations, practices, systems, controls, performance and reporting to ensure 
compliance with HIDTA Program Policy and Budget Guidance as well as applicable federal 
grant requirements. The conclusion of both audits resulted in favorable findings and no 
material weaknesses. Thank you to the Initiative supervisors, Management and 
Administration Initiative staff and the Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and 
Training (DPSST) staff who participated in the process for your patience and quick 
responses to the numerous requests for information.  
 
Oregon-Idaho HIDTA participants join their colleagues in the other HIDTA regions in 
closing the books on the 2018 HIDTA budget cycle by preparing and publishing the annual 
reports while at the same time opening the 2020 budget cycle by analyzing the regional drug 
threats, preparing the threat assessment reports, creating strategies to address the regional 
threats and funding initiatives to implement those strategies. Needless to say, it is a busy 
time across the entire HIDTA program. For the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA program and all 
others, the process will conclude on June 15, 2019 with the completion and submission of 
the 2018 Annual Report, 2020 Threat Assessment, and the 2020 Counter-drug Strategy. 
Please look for those documents to be posted to the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA website – 
www.oridhidta.org - soon after that date.  
 
 

Chris Gibson, Director 
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Oregon-Idaho HIDTA & ONEA Awards 
 

 
The Oregon-Idaho HIDTA and Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association (ONEA) 
Executive Boards are once again pleased to announce that they will be accepting nominations 
for drug enforcement team/task force and individual awards. The purpose of the Oregon 
HIDTA & ONEA Awards Program is to recognize drug enforcement teams/task forces and 
individuals whose work has contributed to the goals and objectives of the Oregon-Idaho 
HIDTA Program and ONEA. 

 
 
Team/Task Force award categories are: 

 Outstanding Interstate or International Impact Investigative Effort 
 Outstanding Local Impact Investigative Effort 
 Outstanding Financial Investigative Effort 
 Outstanding Interdiction Effort 
 Outstanding Task Force 

 
Individual award categories are: 

 The Oregon-Idaho HIDTA & ONEA Award for Excellence 
 The Sharon L. Aberle Memorial Outstanding Administrator Award 
 Outstanding Task Force Commander  
 Outstanding Investigative Support Analyst 
 Outstanding Prosecutor 
 The Robert D. King Memorial Outstanding Effort in Information Technology 

 
 
A complete list of the award criteria as well as the nomination procedures have been attached 
to the e-mail that delivered this edition of the HIDTA Times to you. Award nominations are 
due by close of business on Monday, June 10, 2019 and are to be sent electronically to me at 
chris.r.gibson@state.or.us. Awards will be presented to the winners during the 2019 Training 
Institute presented by ONEA & Oregon-Idaho HIDTA which will be held at Eagle Crest 
Resort in Redmond, Oregon on July 9-11, 2019. 

 
Please consider submitting a nomination for a deserving team or individual. Please call or     
e-mail me if you have any questions about the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA & ONEA Awards 
Program, the categories, criteria and/or the nomination process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chris.r.gibson@state.or.us
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 In support of the Bannock County HIDTA initiative, multiple law enforcement agencies from Southeast Idaho 
recently participated in an emphasis patrol on March 11, 12 & 13, 2019, targeting known drug trafficking routes 
through the area.  Although the operation was interrupted by a major winter storm that caused numerous crashes, the 
emphasis patrol was still a success.  The operation resulted in 7 felony drug charges and 12 misdemeanor drug 
charges.  These charges included a number of individuals arrested for drug trafficking.  In fact, Pocatello Police 
Officers apprehended two individuals after a lengthy pursuit on I-15.  These individuals were transporting 
approximately ½ pound of methamphetamine.  All the agencies participating in the emphasis patrol assisted with the 
pursuit and the eventual capture of the suspects.   

 

The following agencies participated in the operation:  Idaho State Police, Bannock County Sheriff’s Department, 
Pocatello Police Department and the Chubbuck Police Department.     

HOME 

 In January of 2019, BADGES began an investigation into a Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO) operating 
in Nevada and Idaho.  The DTO source was determined to be John Tanian in Las Vegas, Nevada. From January to 
March, BADGES conducted three controlled purchases of methamphetamine from members of the DTO, Sadi Jo 
Jackson, Justin Durham and Kirk Mullens resulting in the seizure of approximately 2.5 lbs. of methamphetamine.  
 

On February 14, 2019, two other members of the DTO, Stefani Anthony-Reagen and Marcelino James Valdez were 
arrested with approximately 1.5 lbs. of methamphetamine following a traffic stop and Valdez admitted in an 
interview that he had received the meth from Justin Durham. Using GPS tracker, cellular phone ping information 
and surveillance, BADGES detectives and Las Vegas Metro detectives observed Durham travel from Idaho to John 
Tanian’s residence in Las Vegas and then drive straight back to Idaho.  BADGES arrested Durham with 
approximately 5.5 lbs. of methamphetamine when he returned to Idaho.  
 

On March 30, 2019 BADGES detectives used a confidential informant to arrange for the delivery of 2.5 lbs. of 
methamphetamine directly from the source of supply in Las Vegas, John Tanian. While in route to the meet location, 
a traffic stop was conducted on Tanian and he and Dorothy Acla were arrested and the 2.5 lbs. of methamphetamine 
were seized. As a result of the investigation, John Tanian, Kirk Mullens, Justin Durham, Dorothy Acla, Sadi Jo 
Jackson and Marcelino Valdez were indicted in U.S. District Court for drug possession with intent to distribute and 
conspiracy. On April 9, 2019 John Tanian was found dead in his cell after he hung himself from his bunk using his 
bedsheets.   

Bannock County Idaho Initiative 
1st quarter 2019 activity ~ BADGES 

Bannock 

Area 
Drug Group 
Enforcement 
Squad 

Durham Valdez Jackson 
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 On February 22, 2019,  U.S. Attorney Bart M. Davis announced that a federal jury convicted Andrew 
Munoz, 34, of Boise, of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and heroin, distribution of heroin, and 
distribution of methamphetamine.  The jury acquitted Munoz of a separate count of possession with intent to 
distribute methamphetamine. Munoz was indicted by a federal grand jury on March 20, 2018. The trial began on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, and concluded on Thursday evening when the jury returned their verdicts.  
The case was tried before Senior U.S. District Judge Edward J. Lodge. 

 
Munoz’s case stemmed from an investigation into a large drug trafficking organization that was moving 
methamphetamine and heroin from Mexico, through California and Nevada, up to the Boise area. Law 
enforcement discovered the conspiracy and began investigating. Munoz was a distributor for the organization, 
here in the Treasure Valley, and ultimately delivered methamphetamine and heroin on two occasions to an 
undercover officer. 

 
Sentencing is scheduled for May 9, 2019, before Senior U.S. District Judge Edward J. Lodge at the federal 
courthouse in Boise. The crime of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and heroin and distribution of 
methamphetamine and heroin is punishable by at least ten years, up to life, in prison and five years of supervised 
release. The crime of distribution of heroin is punishable by up to twenty years of prison and at least three years of 
supervised release. 

 
The case was investigated by the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Ada County Sheriff’s Office, the Boise 
Police Department, and the Meridian Police Department. 

 
This indictment was the result of a joint investigation by the Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force 

(OCDETF), which includes the cooperative law enforcement efforts of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Drug 
Enforcement Administration; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security Investigations; Internal Revenue Service-Criminal Investigation; and 
the U.S. Marshals Service. 
 
The OCDETF program is a federal multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional task force that supplies supplemental federal 
funding to federal and state agencies. The principal mission of the OCDETF program is to identify, disrupt and 
dismantle the most serious drug trafficking, weapons trafficking and money laundering organizations, and those 
primarily responsible for the nation’s illegal drug supply. 
 
The case was prosecuted by the Special Assistant U.S. Attorney hired by the Ada County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office and the Idaho High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Board. The Idaho High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Board is a collaboration of local law enforcement drug task forces and prosecuting agencies dedicated to 
addressing regional drug trafficking organizations that operate in Ada and Canyon County. 

brotf 
DEA 
Boise 
Resident 
Office 
Task Force 
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parole & probation, Department of Human Services Child Protective Services and prosecutorial personnel formed 
eleven arrest teams charged with locating/arresting indicted persons, seizing illegally possessed/obtained items, 
arresting associated persons, and interviewing witnesses. The investigation spanned from June 2018 to January 2019, 
covering 9 cities within Umatilla, Morrow, and Gilliam counties. During the course of the investigation 3 Drug 
Trafficking Organizations (DTO) were identified and disrupted and/or dismantled. 

HOME 

 On January 16, 2019, the Blue Mountain 
Enforcement Narcotics Team (BENT) completed 
a 7 month narcotics investigation and executed a 
suspect take down, “Operation Wildfire”. 
Approximately 85 law enforcement, corrections,  BENT 

Blue Mountain 
Enforcement  
Narcotics 
Team 

Many of the people arrested during Operation Wildfire 

Throughout the course of June 2018 - January 2019, 
BENT conducted controlled buys with 65 targets who 
were involved in narcotics trafficking in Umatilla County, 
Morrow County, Gilliam County and Tribal lands.  
 

Operation Wildfire netted 53 total suspects (excluding 16 
individuals previously incarcerated). Also during the 
operation 16 children were taken into protective custody; 
leading most to live with relatives. 
 
The investigation led to 5 search warrants and 63 secret 
indictments, the seizure of one and a quarter pounds of 
methamphetamine, 39.5 grams heroin, 22 Fentanyl pills, 
5.9 grams cocaine, firearms, one vehicle, and $2,353 in 
U.S. currency. 

Agencies involved in Operation Wildfire include: 
 

Oregon State Police, Pendleton Police Department, 
Hermiston Police Department, Boardman Police 

Department, Milton-Freewater Police Department, 
Umatilla Tribal Police, Morrow County Sheriff’s Office, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Walla Walla PD, Union 

County Sheriff’s Office, Umatilla County Sheriff’s Office, 
Gilliam County Sheriff’s Office, Umatilla County District 

Attorney’s Office, Morrow County District Attorney’s 
Office, and Gilliam County District Attorney’s Office. 
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 Clackamas County Interagency Task Force (CCITF) and Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI) investigators used a confidential source to purchase a large 
quantity of heroin at the horse track in Portland, Oregon. The order was placed and 
units conducted a buy/bust on the suspect when he delivered four kilos of heroin to 
investigators.   

ccitf 
Clackamas 
County 
Interagency 
Task  
Force 

2019 1st  Quarter Activity ~ 

 CCITF and HSI investigators used a confidential source to arrange for 
a large quantity of methamphetamine to be delivered to Clackamas, Oregon. 
The order was placed and investigators watched the suspect as he met the 
Confidential Informant (CI) in a parking lot. 

 

The suspect said the methamphetamine was in a trap and tools would be 
needed to get it out. Arrangements were made for the suspect to follow the CI 
to a location to open the trap. A short time later, CCITF investigators 
conducted a traffic stop on the suspect and seized 38 pounds of 
methamphetamine from the vehicle.    

Four Kilo Heroin Seizure 

Trap Containing Methamphetamine 

 CCITF investigators assisted CCSO 
Patrol Deputies during a routine traffic 
stop in Clackamas County, Oregon. 
Investigators seized two kilos of heroin 
from a shoe box inside the vehicle. 

Methamphetamine Seizure 38 lb. Methamphetamine Seizure 

Two Kilo Heroin Seizure 
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city of Bend. Investigators followed tips and leads that indicated a couple of Bend residents were operating numerous 
illegal grow sites within the city limits of Bend and transporting bulk marijuana out of state. 
 

Investigators utilized phone pings and trackers to document the movement of the illegal operation, which consisted of 
one of the members utilizing a rental car to make the out of state trips, which 
normally occurred once a month. 
 

After developing probable cause and utilizing a tracker, detectives were able to 
stop one of the suspects on a return trip to Bend after delivering a load of 
marijuana to the Los Angeles area.  Once the suspect was in custody, the 
remaining 6 warrants were executed at various locations.  One of the sites 
consisted of a home retrofitted exclusively into a grow site.  None of the grow 
sites were licensed and all operated illegally.  
 

Over 2,900 illegal indoor marijuana plants were seized from the various illegal 
grow sites.  $40,000 was seized from the rental vehicle and directly linked to the 
trip to California and the sale of marijuana.  Over $18,000 in cash, gold and silver 
was also seized in direct connection with the illegal operation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOME 

 On February 26, 2019, the Central Oregon 
Drug Enforcement (CODE) team culminated a 
long term investigation into the illegal 
manufacture and exportation of marijuana by 
serving a total of 7 search warrants throughout the 

code 
Central  
Oregon 
Drug 
Enforcement 

MADGE was assisted by the Medford Police Department Patrol Unit and the CID Unit. MADGE opened an 
investigation after learning that Erasmo (aka Bobby) Ayala-Rangel was trafficking large quantities of 
methamphetamine and heroin from California to Southern Oregon. Further investigation revealed that Ayala-
Rangel was delivering dealer amounts of methamphetamine and heroin to local dealers who worked for him as part 
of his network. Ayala-Rangel used many tactics on his members including making sure that they always owed him 
money so they could not stop working for him, never keeping the drugs and the money in the same location and 
informing his members that he had ties to the Mexican Drug Cartel and threatening them with bodily harm if they 
ever cooperated with law enforcement. The investigation also revealed that Ayala-Rangel was using four different 
residences as “stash houses.” During the search warrant, Ayala-Rangel admitted to selling both heroin and 
methamphetamine. A search of Ayala-Rangel’s phone showed that he had ordered as much as 30 pounds of 
methamphetamine at a time, which he admitted was true. 

Cash Seizure of $40,000 

MADGE 
Medford 
Area 
Drug & 
Gang 
Enforcement 

 After a lengthy investigation, the 
Medford Area Drug and Gang 
Enforcement (MADGE) task force  
executed simultaneous search warrants 
on January 16, 2019. A total of four 
search warrants were executed.  

By the end of the four search warrants a total of 3.76 
pounds of heroin, .95 grams of methamphetamine, 11.68 
pounds of marijuana and $121,249 had been seized.  
 

Ayala-Rangel was arrested for Possession, Manufacturing 
and Delivering heroin as well as Money Laundering. Bryan 
Challstrom was arrested for Possession, Manufacturing and 
Delivering heroin. He admitted to selling drugs for Ayala-
Rangel which was confirmed with Ayala-Rangel. Angela 
Easom was cited and released for Possession, 
Manufacturing and Delivering heroin. Other members of 
this DTO were arrested prior to the service of the search 
warrants. A total of twenty-four members were identified in 
this DTO.  

Ayala-Rangel Challstrom 
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dint 
Douglas  
Interagency  
Narcotics  
Team 

 DINT initiated two cases on John Curtis 
Bedford in the early part of 2019.  In the first case, 
Bedford fled a traffic stop on his Harley Davidson 
motorcycle.  He eventually escaped after driving up a 
mountain road onto private property and fleeing on 
foot into the forest. Before his escape, Bedford threw a  

  DINT detectives had been investigating the activities of long time drug dealer Michael 
Lee Fry. Fry was on federal parole, and had an active parole warrant for his arrest in January 
2019. DINT detectives had recent credible information that Fry was in possession of a large  

  

 DINT detectives had been investigating the activities 
of Steven Kame due to his suspected involvement in a local 
drug trafficking organization.  In February, DINT, with 
assistance from the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office, 
initiated a traffic stop on Kame in the 100 block of Grange 
Road, Roseburg.  Winston Police responded with their drug 
detection K-9 “Buster”.  Buster was deployed to the vehicle 
and alerted to the odor of narcotics coming from inside.   

 

A search of the vehicle revealed approximately 3.5 grams 
of heroin and a set of digital scales hidden in the air vent.  
The investigation continued and led to a search of Kame’s 
residence a short distance away.  Under the bed, detectives 
located approximately 1.3 pounds of heroin.  Kame was 
lodged at the Douglas County Jail.   

canister onto the shoulder of the road.  DINT detectives recovered the canister and executed a 
search warrant, recovering approximately ¼ pound of heroin, and 1 ounce of methamphetamine. 
 

Approximately 2 weeks later, Douglas County Sheriff’s Deputies became engaged in another 
pursuit with Bedford in a neighborhood south of Roseburg.  The pursuit was terminated as a 
precautionary measure due to safety concerns, but not before the occupants of the vehicle threw 
two containers out of the window during the pursuit.  The containers were recovered and a 
search of them revealed approximately ¼ pound of heroin, approximately ¼ pound of 
methamphetamine, a semi automatic handgun, scales, and other paraphernalia.  Bedford was 
later arrested and lodged in the Douglas County Jail.  

Bedford 

amount of methamphetamine.  DINT detectives located Fry in Dillard, Oregon but lost sight of 
him before he could be apprehended.  They located his vehicle a short time later, stuck on a 
mountain road.  With the help of a Roseburg Police K-9, Fry was found hiding behind a log a 
short distance from the vehicle.  Fry was taken into custody without incident.   
 

A locked pelican case was found stashed in the bushes a short distance from where Fry was 
apprehended.  DINT seized the case and executed a search warrant, finding almost 4 pounds of 
methamphetamine as well as a small amount of heroin and other miscellaneous items.  Fry was 
also carrying a large amount of cash at the time of his arrest.  He was lodged in the Douglas 
County Jail.   

Fry 

Fry Seizure 

Kame Seizure 

  

  On Tuesday, March 19, 2019, DINT detectives arrested 
Joseph Paul Minnick of Winston. Minnick has been the   

subject of an ongoing investigation regarding drug activity. DINT Detectives requested the 
help of the Roseburg Police Department to effect a traffic stop on a brown Toyota pickup 
operated by Minnick.  A traffic stop was made on Stewart Parkway near Airport Road in 
Roseburg.  DINT also requested the help of the Roseburg Police Department's drug 
detection K-9, "Trapper".  Officer Derrick responded to the scene and deployed Trapper to 
the vehicle.  Trapper alerted to the presence of narcotics in the vehicle.  Detectives located 
over a half pound of methamphetamine, as well as other drug paraphernalia in the vehicle. 
Minnick was lodged at the Douglas County Jail on charges of Unlawful Possession of 
Methamphetamine, and Unlawful Delivery of Methamphetamine.   

Minnick 
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 During the 1st quarter of 2019, the HIDTA Interdiction Team 
(HIT) intercepted two commercial freight crates.  In one of the 
crates, investigators found $120,000 in U.S. currency destined for 
Springfield, OR..  In the other, investigators located approximately 
200 lbs. of marijuana destined for Miami, Fl.  

hit 
HIDTA  
Interdiction 
Team 
 

 During the 1st quarter of 2019, HIT culminated an 
investigation into a prolific DarkNet vendor that had been 
operating in the Portland area for several years. This vendor 
had thousands of confirmed sales on multiple illicit 
DarkNet sites.  

  
Through the use of undercover buys, United States Postal 
Service (USPS) parcel seizures as well as surveillance, HIT 
investigators were able to serve a search warrant at his 
residence in Portland.  During the service of the warrant, 
investigators located a large quantity of chemicals used to 
make and process synthetic narcotics.  Investigators also 
found all necessary evidence to document and prove the 
prolific level of this vendor. 
 
As a result of this warrant, investigators seized $112,000 in 
U.S. Currency and Bitcoin. A portion of the narcotics 
seizures include 6 kilograms of MDMA, 3,200 MDMA 
pills, 211 LSD tabs, 60 grams LSD liquid, 668 grams 
Ketamine, 900 grams Alprazalam, 20 grams cocaine, and 
60 grams methamphetamine.  Two new Vespa scooters 
were seized as well. 

 

Investigators conducted a controlled delivery of the U.S. currency in Springfield and seized an additional $63,000 in 
U.S. currency as well as 77 pounds of marijuana.  HIT also sent two investigators to Miami to assist in the 
controlled delivery of the 200 lb marijuana crate.  HIT and HSI (Homeland Security Investigations) were able to 
deliver the crate, make multiple arrests and serve an additional search warrant in Miami. 
 
HIT investigators also learned that one of the sources of supply for the marijuana was located in Portland, OR.  An 
additional three search warrants were served in the Portland Metropolitan area. In total, investigators seized 184 
marijuana plants, 381 pounds of marijuana bud, and approximately $246,000. There were seven search warrants 
served and five arrests. 

Oregon/Miami  Marijuana 

Seizure 

Oregon/Miami Currency 

Seizure 

Currency Seized from DarkNet Case 

DarkNet Case Seizure DarkNet Case Seizure 
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 In February 2019, Idaho State Police (ISP) stopped a vehicle 
that was traveling from Portland, Oregon to St. Louis, Missouri.  
The driver struggled to communicate as he was so nervous.  A 
probable cause search of the vehicle revealed 90.5 lbs. of marijuana 
and 1.6 lbs. of hash oil.   

ISP 
Domestic  
Highway 
Enforcement 
 

 In March 2019, ISP stopped a vehicle traveling from Portland Oregon, to Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The 
driver was mildly confrontational, refused to provide his proper documentation, appeared to be extremely nervous, 
and answered questions for the passenger.   

90.5 Pound Marijuana Seizure 
2 Pound Marijuana Seizure 

LINE 
Linn County 
Interagency 
Narcotics 
Enforcement 

A K-9 alerted to the odor of drugs 
coming from the vehicle.  The 
driver was a business owner out of 
Portland and traveling to Minnesota. 
The passenger was linked to the 
Latin Kings out of Portland.   
 

A search of the vehicle revealed a 
USPS receipt, showing a package 
had been sent from Portland to 
Minnesota, prior to their departure.  
With the assistance of the United 
States Postal inspector, the parcel 
was intercepted and contained 2 
pounds of marijuana.    

 On December 6, 2018,  the Linn County Interagency 
Narcotics Enforcement team (LINE) assisted on a heroin 
overdose investigation in Albany, Oregon. The victim was  

saved using Narcan. The victim’s source was identified as Skyler Kobernik. LINE conducted controlled buys and 
arrested Kobernik, who is currently serving a prison sentence for crimes related to this case.  The investigation led 
to the identification of Kobernik’s source Joseph Hadley.  LINE arrested Hadley on a controlled buy and he was 
found in possession of powdered fentanyl.  Further investigation led to the identification of that source at an 
address on High Street in Jefferson, Oregon.     
 

On January 17, 2019,  LINE served an unrelated heroin search warrant in Jefferson, Oregon.  One subject arrested 
was a juvenile who resided at the High Street address.  On January 22, 2019, LINE conducted a trash pull from 
High Street which resulted in a subsequent search warrant that LINE served on February 6, 2019. Trevin Fast was 
identified and arrested. LINE seized $22,563 cash in vacuum sealed bags of cash, 1 ounce of methamphetamine,    
2 ½ ounces of BHO, ½ ounce of cocaine, pills, and over ½ pound of vacuum sealed heroin. 

Kobernik Hadley Fast 

 In January 2019, LINE, with the assistance of the Linn County Sheriff’s Office, began an investigation into 
an illegal hemp manufacturing operation in Linn County .  In March 2019, LINE was able to seize over 95 lbs. of 
illegal THC liquid.   
 

 In January 2019, LINE began an investigation into a local methamphetamine DTO.  In March 2019, search 
warrants were served resulting in 5 arrests, the seizure of methamphetamine totaling 4.4 pounds, pills, 1 pound of 
marijuana and $12,303 in cash.       

Jefferson Oregon Seizure 
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mcso 
Dangerous 
Drug  
Team  
 

 On February 6, 2019, members of 
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Dangerous 
Drug Team (MCSO DDT) served a search warrant 
in the Rockwood area of Gresham, Oregon during 
an investigation into a Mexican DTO. At the same 

time, the Clark County Drug Task Force served search warrants at two additional locations in Vancouver, WA to 
assist the DDT in this investigation.  In all, three subjects were arrested: Christian Soto-Ibarra (9/8/92), Juan 
Rodriguez-Herrera (2/14/96) and Luis Valerio-Olivarria (10/6/87).   
 

Among the three locations, 5 lbs. of heroin, 2 ounces of methamphetamine, over $18k and 4 vehicles were seized.  

 On February 28, 2019, members of the MCSO/DDT, along with the US Marshal’s Fugitive Task Force, 
executed a search warrant at a residence in SE Portland.  This case was initiated after an investigation into a Mexican 
DTO revealed that this residence was likely being supplied methamphetamine on a regular basis.   

 

Through surveillance and a debrief of a suspect, the DDT learned that multiple pounds were being delivered there 
every week.  Upon executing the warrant, 10 persons were contacted inside the residence.  Two subjects, Billy Joe 
Ulestad (7/19/81) and Cassandra Lee Niquette (5/22/81) were booked into jail. Detectives seized over 10 ounces of 
methamphetamine, a half ounce of heroin, scales and packaging material, and two firearms from the residence. 

Gresham/Vancouver Seizure 

Ulestad Niquette 
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USMS 
Oregon 
Fugitive 
Task 
Force 
 

 On January 15, 2019, the U.S. Marshals Oregon 
Fugitive Task Force (USMS) received information 
regarding an  individual with a felony warrant from the 
Western District of Washington. Jorge Ernesto Docasal 
also had a felony warrant for distribution of    

methamphetamine from the Multnomah County Sheriff's office in Oregon.  Docasal had 
been a subject of a large scale drug investigation in Clark County, Washington and 
Multnomah County, Oregon within the last year and was known to always carry a firearm 
and or have large quantities of drugs in his possession. Further information provided to U.S. 
Marshals was that Docasal had been making threats towards law enforcement in Clark 
County, Washington.  

 On January 29, 2019 following a Drug Enforcement Agency investigation, a 
federal arrest warrant was issued for Gerardo Ceballos, age 20, for possession with intent 
to distribute methamphetamine. The USMS Fugitive Task Force was later requested to 
assist in locating this suspect that was believed to be hiding in the Salem, Oregon area.  

 

During surveillance of an associated residence for Mr. Ceballos, he was observed by 
team members at the location near the 4500 block of Hazelgreen Road NE, Salem, 
Oregon. Shortly after, Mr. Ceballos was seen leaving the location in a vehicle with 
license plates from Mexico.  The vehicle was followed and the occupants contacted  

before getting on to the I-5 freeway.   
 

Mr. Ceballos was arrested without incident and the driver stated she was just told to 
drive him to Mexico. Team members looked at the drivers GPS map which 
displayed driving directions directly to Mexico with a drive time of 16 hours and 28 
minutes, arriving at 11:54 PM later that evening.    
 

U.S. Marshals went back to the target location and made contact, arresting another 
federal fugitive identified as Carol Gilbertson, age 58.   
 

Both suspects were transported to Portland and booked on the federal charges. 

 On January 31, 2019 the USMS Oregon Fugitive Task Force assisted our 
HIDTA partners at the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Special Investigations 
Unit (SIU) with an arrest in Portland, Oregon.    

 

Christopher Gallegos, age 30, was wanted for numerous drug charges related to 
methamphetamine distribution in Multnomah County.  SIU requested the 
assistance due to this suspect’s history of eluding police and possession of 
firearms.  U.S. Marshals and SIU team members were able to track down 
Gallegos to a residence in the 8300 block of SE Knapp St. in Portland, Oregon.   

USMS continued on next page 

The following day, Docasal was determined to be staying 
at a local area motel, located at 4911 NE 82nd Ave. in 
Portland, Oregon. Team members established surveillance 
at the hotel and were able to identify Docasal entering a 
specific motel room.  A tactical entry was made into the 
room and Mr. Docasal was taken into custody without 
incident. Another male by the name of Brandon Pangelinan 
was also taken into custody for an active Washington state 
Department of Corrections Escape warrant.  During the 
search of the room a loaded handgun and 10 oz. of 
methamphetamine were seized.  Both subjects were 
booked into the Multnomah County Detention Center. 

Docasal 

Seized from Docasal 

Ceballos 

Gallegos 
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USMS continued .... 

An initial surround and call out for Gallegos to surrender 
was unsuccessful. He wouldn’t come out so a breach was 
made and team members cleared the house.  A trap door to 
underneath the house was located and Gallegos was 
determined to be down inside the crawl space attempting to 
hide.  After Gallegos refused commands to come out, a 
Police K9 was deployed and he was apprehended shortly 
after.   
 
A handgun, drugs, and cash were seized, and Gallegos was 
booked into the Multnomah County Detention Center.   
This was a great example of two HIDTA initiatives 
working together and USMS has since assigned a Deputy 
U.S. Marshal to the SIU team.  

ISC  Contacts: 
 

 
Manager: 
Shannon Marheine 
503.934.2022 - Direct 
503.798.8973 - Cell 
shannon.m.marheine@state.or.us   
 

Watch Center:    
800.442.6248 or  
oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net 
 

Analytical case support:    
Terra Duncan 
503.934.2074 or   
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

General narcotics questions & trend analysis:    
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

Tech Support Contact:                  

Mike Loughary 
Office - 503.934.2068 
Cell - 503.932.1889 
Fax - 503.373.3196 
mike.loughary@doj.state.or.us 

isc 
Investigative 
Support 
Center 

Handgun, Drugs, Cash Seized from Gallegos 

mailto:shannon.m.marheine@state.or.us
mailto:oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
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Oregon-Idaho Hidta  

Training Initiative 

A Training Initiative Update from Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Program Coordinator Ned Walls ~  
 

 

 During the 1st quarter of 2019, the Training Initiative provided funding for the following trainings: 
 

 Digital Evidence & Federal Discovery - Clackamas, OR 
 Fentanyl, Synthetic Drugs and Investigations Workshop - Meridian, ID 
 Dark Web Conference - Portland, OR 
 National Narcotics Officers Association Meeting and Conference - Washington, DC 
 DEA Basic Narcotics Class - Clackamas, OR 
 PMP Training & Initiative Managers Meeting - Salem, OR 
 Mexican Drug Cartel Investigations - Pendleton, OR 

   
 
Upcoming courses scheduled in 2019 include: 
 

 Law Enforcement on the Stand - April 2-3 in Salem, OR (Completed) 

 Investigating Cannabis Related Crimes & Officer Safety Techniques - April 10 (Completed) 

 Video Surveillance Techniques for Law Enforcement - April 23-25 in Meridian, ID (Completed) 

 Dark Web and Digital Currency - April 25 in Meridian, ID 

 Managing Criminal Informants - April 29 - May 1 in Canyonville, OR 

 Video Surveillance Techniques for LE - May 7-9 in Salem, OR  

 Law Enforcement on the Stand - June 11-12 in Meridian, ID 

 Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association Training Institute - July 9-11 in Redmond, OR 

 Task Force Commanders Training - August 6-7 (Location TBD)  

  

Details and registration information for future training events can be found at http://oridhidta.org/training-events   
 

  

Training attendance request forms and reimbursement request forms can be found on the website ~ 
http://oridhidta.org under the training tab. 
 
There is a new training request form on the website called Open Course Attendance Request Form.  Please use 
this form for single person registrations or for free classes.  For free classes with multiple folks attending please 
put their name, email and phone number in the message box. You can use the Form for Multiple Attendee or Out 
of State for requests that involve funding for multiple attendees. 
 
It is the goal of the Training Initiative to bring at least one training to our region for our HIDTA members per 
quarter as well as providing funding assistance for HIDTA members to attend additional narcotics related 
trainings.  
 
Please feel free to contact Ned with any and all suggestions.   

 
 

 Contact Information: 
 

Email:  ned.walls@state.or.us   
Telephone:   503.947.8558 

http://oridhidta.org/training-events/
http://oridhidta.org/
mailto:ned.walls@state.or.us
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     OREGON-IDAHO HIDTA  
LAW ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVE ACTIVITY 

                                            

  2018 Qtr 2019 YTD  

DTO-MLOs Dismantled/Disrupted        (Projected - 57) 55 18 18 

Cases Opened                                       (Average - 3,018) 2,856 531 531 

Cases Designated RPOT/CPOT 0 0 0 

Cases Qualified as OCDETF 7 0 0 

Cases Designated PTO 4 0 0 

Arrests 2,507 728 728 

Kg of Drugs Seized 18,817.3 3,231.0 3,231.0 

DU of Drugs Seized 52,533.0 1289.0 1289.0 

Assets Seized - Cash $15,299,586 $2,496,187 $2,496,187 

Value of Non-Cash Assets Seized $2,263,705 $2,319,931 $2,319,931 

Firearms Seized 599 160 160 

Wire Taps 28 11 11 

Clan Labs Dismantled 2 0 0 

(YTD = End of 1st Quarter) 

Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Program 
Chris Gibson, Director 

 
4190 Aumsville Highway SE  

Salem, Oregon 97317 
503.934.2020 

oridhidta.org 

http://oridhidta.org/

