
 

 

                                                                

     Directors Message 
 

  Over 200 investigators, analysts and prosecutors from across Oregon met at Eagle Crest Resort 

July 10-12 during the Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association (ONEA) & Oregon-Idaho HIDTA 

Training Institute. Attendees received over 24 hours of valuable and high quality training in tactical 

decision making, fentanyl lab investigations, dark web and drug overdose death investigations, 

financial crimes, covert tactical thinking and asset forfeiture. In addition to the training, attendees were 

afforded great networking and information sharing opportunities.  
 

  At an award luncheon that was held during the first day of the Training Institute, the Oregon-

Idaho HIDTA and ONEA once again recognized deserving teams, agencies and individuals for their 

outstanding accomplishments over the past 12 months. The individuals, agencies and taskforces who 

were recognized are: 
 

 OUTSTANDING LOCAL IMPACT INVESTIGATIVE EFFORT 

   Central Oregon Drug Enforcement Team 

 OUTSTANDING INTERDICTION EFFORT 

   Oregon DEA Task Force Group D-51 

   Portland FBI-Port of Portland Task Force 

 OUTSTANDING TASK FORCE 

   Portland Police Bureau HIDTA Interdiction Team 

 SHARON L. ABERLE MEMORIAL OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATOR 

   Connie Dewey, Oregon State Police Drug Enforcement Section 

 ROBERT D. KING MEMORIAL OUTSTANDING EFFORT IN    

  INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

   Detective Trampas McCrae, Oregon State Police 

 OUTSTANDING TASK FORCE COMMANDER 

   Captain Mark Kruger, Portland Police Bureau 

 AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

   Special Agent Guy Gino, Homeland Security Investigations 
 

  Congratulations to all of the award winners! 
 

  July 15th was our deadline for completing and submitting the 2017 Annual Report and 

for submitting the 2019 budget documents which consist of the Threat Assessment, Counter-

Drug Strategy, Initiative Budget Descriptions and initiative line item budget requests. I am 

happy to report that we met the deadline and submitted a $3.905 million HIDTA funding 

request to the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Of course, this would not 

have been accomplished without the hard work and complete cooperation of the Oregon-

Idaho HIDTA participating agencies, staff and Executive Board. Thank you to everyone who 

helped out.  
 

  On August 6th a nearly two year Oregon-Idaho HIDTA project came to a close when 

the first edition of An Initial Assessment of Cannabis Production, Distribution, and 

Consumption in Oregon 2018 – An Insight Report was completed and distributed. The report 

analyzes cannabis production, distribution and consumption from socio-economic, public 

health and public safety perspectives. The study required countless hours of tedious research 

and analysis which would not have been possible without the assistance of many stakeholders. 

Thank you to all who worked on this.  

Click for  
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BENT 
Blue Mountain 
Enforcement  
Narcotics 
Team 

 In January of 2017, the Blue Mountain 

Enforcement Narcotics Team (BENT) began 

investigating the Murillo family Drug Trafficking 

Organization (DTO). The following is a 

breakdown of BENT’s enforcement activities in 

the systematic dismantlement of the Murillo DTO: 

On May 6, 2018 at about 2:40 a.m., BENT detectives began executing a series of search 

warrants beginning with simultaneous traffic stops on a black 2012 Dodge Ram 3500 and a 

White Subaru WRX/STI, near milepost 102, on I-84 westbound. Approximately 42 lbs. of 

methamphetamine were located and seized during these stops.  
 

The driver of the Subaru, Abel Lomas Murillo, was arrested and indicted by the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office in Portland, Oregon as part of this ongoing DTO investigation. The driver of 

the Dodge Ram pickup, Noel Ponce Villegas, was arrested and lodged pending federal 

narcotics charges related to this ongoing DTO investigation.  

At about 2:10 p.m., BENT detectives arrived at Abel Lomas Murillo’s residence, 305 N. 

Broad Street, Weston Oregon.  At this time BENT served a second federal search warrant in  

At about 7:45 p.m., BENT detectives, assisted by the Oregon State 

Police SWAT team served a federal search warrant at the Murillo family 

home at 70001 Canal Lane, Boardman, Oregon in connection with the 

DTO investigation. 30 firearms, including but not limited to, semi-

automatic assault rifles (AR-15’s), shotguns, short barrel or modified 

shotgun(s), hand guns and ammunition, packaging material consistent 

with high level narcotic dealers, marijuana, marijuana extract, marijuana 

extract manufacturing equipment, drug records  and other items 

consistent with the distribution of narcotics and/or weapons were 

located and seized pursuant to the warrant. 

Murillo 

Villegas 

Based on information obtained from the traffic stop on I-84, BENT detectives applied for and 

received a search warrant for two storage units in the Medford, Oregon area.  At about 11:00 

a.m., Oregon State Police K-9, Oregon State Police Drug Enforcement Section detectives, and 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), assisted BENT by executing two (2) federal search 

warrants at the Sage Road Mini Storage.  More than 4.4 lbs. of heroin, 1.6 lbs. of 

methamphetamine, and 10 firearms, including but not limited to, handguns, semi-automatic 

assault rifles, and shotguns were located and seized pursuant to the warrants  

connection with the DTO investigation.  Approximately 1.8 ounces of methamphetamine, a small amount of cocaine, 

marijuana extract, .38 caliber handgun, .38 caliber and .223 caliber ammunition, scales and other items consistent with 

the illegal distribution of narcotics/firearms were located and seized pursuant to the warrant. 
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 CCITF and HSI investigators 

used confidential sources to arrange for 

a large quantity of methamphetamine 

to be delivered to a location near 

Chehalis, Washington. CCITF was 

granted a search warrant and used the 

technology to identify where the runner 

resided in Portland, Oregon.   

 

Units set up at the location in Portland 

and watched the runner load his vehicle 

then followed him into Chehalis, WA. 

Lewis County SO and HSI 

investigators took over at that point and 

arrested the runner when he delivered 

more than 40 pounds of 

methamphetamine to Centralia, 

ccitf 
Clackamas 
County 
Interagency 
Task  

Force 

 During the 2nd quarter of 2018: 

 Clackamas County Interagency Task Force 

(CCITF) and Homeland Security Investigations 

(HSI) used confidential sources to contact Mexico 

and arrange for a large quantity of methamphetamine 

 CCITF investigators used confidential sources to order a large 

quantity of methamphetamine and heroin from Mexico. Mexico agreed 

to send a runner and the meet location was set for Clackamas County, 

Oregon.  
 

At the time of the meet the runner said he needed a garage to unload 

the drugs. CCITF investigators arranged for the runner to follow the CI 

to a garage. During the follow a CCSO K-9 unit conducted a traffic 

stop on the runner in Damascus, Oregon. No heroin was found but 28 

pounds of methamphetamine was seized. 
 

to be delivered to the Portland 

metropolitan area. CCITF and 

HSI investigators first arranged 

for a sample of the 

methamphetamine prior to 

taking possession of a large 

quantity. The sample was 

delivered as planned and the 

runner was positively identified 

and followed to a residence in Vancouver, WA. An order for 10 kilos of meth was placed and the runner delivered 

more than expected to a location in Clackamas County, Oregon.  
 

CCITF contacted the Clark Vancouver Drug Task Force who applied for and was granted a search warrant for the 

residence in Vancouver, Washington where they seized approximately 13 pounds of methamphetamine and more than 

$8,000 in cash. 

The runner gave consent to search his apartment in Portland, Oregon. 

CCITF investigators seized nearly a pound of heroin, six ounces of 

methamphetamine, a handgun, and $7,680 from that apartment. 

Vancouver Seizure 

Portland Seizure 

Damascus Seizure 
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from the retailer. CODE seized over 100 pounds of marijuana material and additional evidence needed to further the 

investigation.  

HOME 

 In April of 2018, the Central Oregon Drug 

Enforcement (CODE) team executed a search 

warrant at a local marijuana retail grower. The 

warrant was related to an earlier Butane Honey Oil 

(BHO) explosion that involved diverted marijuana 

code 
Central  
Oregon 
Drug 
Enforcement 

 In May, CODE seized a parcel containing five pounds of marijuana destined for Tennessee.  Investigators are 

working with Tennessee and federal agencies to effectively target the drug trafficking organization. 

 In May, CODE seized two pounds of methamphetamine from a target involved in a long term 

investigation of a drug trafficking organization that involves multiple states. 

 

 In May, CODE assisted the Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office with a two-pound seizure of 

methamphetamine that was destined for Washington.  CODE is working with the related jurisdictions to further 

the investigation. 
 

 In May, CODE interdicted approximately $40,000 in U.S. currency and $60,000 in jewelry at the 

Redmond Airport.  The target arrived in Central Oregon to facilitate a drug transaction believed to involve 

marijuana. 
 

   In June, CODE conducted a short term investigation into heroin and cocaine trafficking in Central 

Oregon.  Investigators arrested the target and seized over an ounce and a half of cocaine, $19,000 in U.S. 

currency, a vehicle, and three firearms. 

LINE 
Linn County 
Interagency 
Narcotics 
Enforcement 

 During the 2nd quarter of 2018, the Linn County Interagency Narcotics Enforcement (LINE) team worked a 

mix of methamphetamine and heroin cases. The bulk of the seizures were from methamphetamine cases which 

resulted in approximately 6.7 kilograms of methamphetamine and over $16,500 cash seized. 

 

LINE also dismantled two Butane Honey Oil (BHO) labs during this quarter which resulted in the seizure of over 1 

pound of BHO and Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) liquid. 

 

During the investigations LINE has identified and began targeting two local methamphetamine and heroin DTO’s. 

LINE has already seized over 220 grams of methamphetamine, 360 diverted pharmaceuticals, $2,700 cash and 45 

guns from one of the identified DTO’s. 
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dint 
Douglas  
Interagency  
Narcotics  
Team 

 On April 1, 2018, 33 year old Michael 

Wilkins was found deceased at an apartment in 

Roseburg, OR. Wilkins’ death was an apparent drug 

overdose and the Douglas Interagency Narcotics 

Team (DINT) launched an investigation. 

The investigation led down two different avenues. In one prong of the investigation, DINT investigators located two of 

Wilkins’ sources of supply for diverted prescription medications, most notably oxycodone.  Wilkins was an IV user of 

oxycodone, which was the likely cause of death.  DINT investigators were able to make criminal cases on each of Wilkins’ 

pill sources, 25 year old Wendy Mecum of Roseburg, and 57 year old William Tyler of Myrtle Creek, OR. 
 

The second prong of the investigation was regarding Wilkins’ illicit use of steroids.  DINT investigators were able to 

track two of Wilkins’ sources for steroids.  The main source of supply was targeted and a criminal case was made 

against John Horwath of Roseburg.  Other conspirators in the steroid ring were identified and addressed, however no 

others were able to be charged criminally. 

 On April 19, 2018, DINT arrested Danny Joe Enos of Myrtle Creek, relating to his 

connection to an ongoing heroin trafficking investigation.   
 

Approximately two weeks earlier, on April 5, 2018, DINT initiated a traffic stop on I-5 

northbound at milepost 93, on a vehicle driven by Enos that was returning from out of  

 On May 18, 2018, DINT, with 

assistance from the Douglas County Sheriff's 

Office, arrested Harold Lee Smith during a 

traffic stop in the 500 block of Happy Valley 

Road in the Green, OR area. 
 

A search of Smith revealed 45 individually 

wrapped bindles of heroin, each weighing 

just over 1 gram.  Detectives also located 

almost 8 grams of methamphetamine.   
 

Smith resisted arrest once the illicit 

substances were located.  He was transported 

to the Douglas County Jail where he was 

lodged on charges of Unlawful Possession  

of Methamphetamine, Unlawful Possession, 

Delivery, and Manufacture of Heroin, and 

Resisting Arrest. 

Enos 

Nelson Shute 

Yarbery 

Smith 

Heroin seized from Smith 

state.  At that time all three of Enos' 

passengers, Lacie Marie Yarbery, 

Tracy Michelle Nelson, and Crystal 

Dawn Shute were arrested on drug 

related charges.  
 

The investigation continued and 

resulted in Enos’ arrest on charges of 

Unlawful Possession of Heroin and 

Unlawful Distribution of Heroin.  
 

Approximately 47 grams of heroin was 

seized pursuant to that investigation. 
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 During the second quarter of 2018, HIDTA 

Interdiction Team officers were working criminal narcotics 

interdiction at the Portland Amtrak Station. During their 

contacts officers located two subjects traveling under a 

suspicious travel pattern. They contacted the subjects and 

deployed a narcotics K9 on their luggage. After receiving a 

positive K9 alert, officers received consent to search the  

bags.  
 

Inside the bags officers located approximately $274,000 in 

U.S. currency.  The currency was spread throughout the 

luggage in various hiding places.   
 

The subjects each had a history of marijuana related arrests 

and were currently traveling to Oregon to purchase 

marijuana for resale in Florida.  This interdiction tied 

directly into an Homeland Security Investigations case 

currently pending in Florida. 

hit 
HIDTA  
Interdiction 
Team 
 

 During the second quarter of 2018, HIT officers were working criminal narcotics interdiction at a local motel 

in the Portland area.  Investigators received a tip that a drug courier from California was staying at the motel and 

distributing heroin in the Portland metropolitan area.   

 

HIT members conducted a knock and talk at the location and recovered approximately two pounds of heroin and 

approximately $13,000 in drug proceeds.  This knock and talk assisted in a larger investigation currently being 

conducted by Multnomah County – SIU. 

Amtrak Station Seizure 

Motel Seizure 
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mcso 
Dangerous 
Drug  
Team  
 

 On April 10, 2018, 18 members of 

Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Dangerous 

Drug Team (MCSO DDT) executed a search warrant 

on Jeffery Stevens and his SE Portland residence 

after a series of controlled buys utilizing a 

confidential reliable informant (CRI).  
 

Approximately two pounds of methamphetamine, scales, packaging, marijuana packaged for 

sale and six grams of heroin were located. Stevens was lodged in Multnomah County Jail. 

Stevens 

 On May 14, 2018, members of the MCSO/DDT were conducting surveillance in the 

area of SE 100th Ave and SE Stark St in Portland awaiting the arrival of an individual 

transporting narcotics from California to Portland.  
 

Unrelated to that, members of the team observed a subject, later identified as Vasile Manta, 

drive into the area. Manta was wanted for Attempted Aggravated Murder of a Gresham 

police officer two weeks prior.  The subject and his vehicle were known to MCSO/DDT from 

a controlled drug buy the previous week before Manta had been identified as a suspect in the 

Gresham case.  
 

During the course of the arrest Manta was shot two times by police.  He was found to have 

about 300 grams of methamphetamine and 40 grams of heroin in the stolen vehicle he was 

driving.   
 

Manta is currently lodged in Multnomah County Jail.  As a result of the incident the MCSO/

DDT were offline for a period of five weeks.  

Manta 
 On June 24, 2018, members of the MCSO/DDT contacted two suspects in a SE 

Portland motel following an investigation utilizing a CRI.   

Rojas Zepeda 

Soto Arciga 

Cuauhtemoc Rojas Zepeda and Enrique Soto Arciga 

were arrested subsequent to a consent search that 

resulted in the seizure of approximately one pound of 

heroin and over $16,000 in cash.   
 

Both suspects were lodged in Multnomah County 

Jail. 
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possible money laundering and marijuana trafficking business. 

Detectives were informed that a private plane would be arriving in 

Medford and the plane had been involved in a recent case where the 

passenger was found to be in possession of 400 grams of marijuana 

trim and $45,000.  
 

During the next few weeks, MADGE conducted surveillance at the 

Medford airport as well as at a marijuana grow operation in 

Josephine County. During surveillance, the plane landed two times 

at the Medford airport and each time the pilot was seen delivering 

one suitcase to a subject waiting in a vehicle.  
 

On May 2, 2018 the airplane arrived again. MADGE contacted the 

pilot, Todd Patrick McDevitt and the subject waiting in his vehicle, 

Troy James Lewis.  
 

Consent was given to search the suitcase and $200,000 was located. 

A search warrant was executed at the grow site and additional 

evidence was located.  

MADGE 
Medford 
Area 
Drug & 
Gang 

Enforcement 

 On April 12, 2018, the 

Medford Area Drug & Gang 

Enforcement team (MADGE) was 

contacted by Homeland Security  

Investigations in regards to a  

 MADGE concluded a two year investigation on June 21, 2018, with the arrest of 

Gharrett Parker. MADGE detectives had previously arrested several suspects involved in 

the Parker DTO on both state and federal charges. Several controlled buys were 

conducted during May and June with a testifying witness.  
 

On the morning of June 21st, MADGE with assistance from the FBI, the SUMIT team 

out of Yreka, California, and the Yreka Police Department, executed a search warrant at 

a motel in Yreka. Parker and Khari Moore fled on foot and were captured a short 

distance away. Parker was found hiding under a deck at a nearby apartment complex. 

The teams worked together to take several additional suspects into custody.  
 

In all, seven people were arrested that morning. Parker and Keishon Coilton were 

arrested on federal warrants stemming from this case.  

Pierre Rouleau - 

Passenger in plane 

Lewis 

McDevitt 

Parker Coilton 
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 On April 30, 2018, an OSP trooper in Klamath 

Falls stopped a vehicle for traffic violations. Upon 

contact, several factors of criminal activity were 

observed including the odor of fresh marijuana coming 

from within the vehicle. The driver admitted to being  

The sergeant noted indicators of criminal activity and the 

odor of marijuana.  A consent search located 149 pounds 

of marijuana, 4 oz. of extract and $1,993 in U.S. 

currency.   

0SP-DHE 
Oregon State 
Police 
Domestic  
Highway 

Enforcement 

 On April 28, 2018, an 

Oregon State Police (OSP) 

sergeant in Lakeview, OR 

stopped a Ford Taurus for a 

traffic violation in Lake County. 

 On May 9, 2018, an OSP trooper in Lakeview stopped a 

Chevrolet Cruze for a traffic violation.  The trooper smelled an odor 

of marijuana and observed criminal indicators.  The driver was 

traveling from Grants Pass, OR to Miami, FL.   
 

The trooper obtained consent to search and located 117 pounds of 

marijuana and a loaded .45 handgun.   

 On June 6, 2018, an OSP trooper in La Grande, OR stopped a Saturn Vue for a traffic violation on I-84. 

The driver was traveling from Hemet, CA to Wenatchee, WA.   
 

The trooper observed criminal indicators and obtained consent to search the vehicle.  During the search the 

trooper located a concealed trap in the center console which contained 12.8 pounds of methamphetamine.   

Ford Taurus Seizure 

Seizure in Lake County 

in possession of marijuana extract and was leaving Oregon. The driver 

provided consent to a search of the vehicle.   
 

A search of the vehicle revealed numerous marijuana items to include 

41.2 pounds of raw marijuana, 33.2 pounds of marijuana edibles, 

1,952.5 grams of marijuana extract, and 272.15 grams of psilocybin 

mushrooms.  

Klamath Falls Seizure 

Saturn Vue Console Saturn Vue Seizure 

Chevrolet Seizure Marijuana Seized from Chevrolet 
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Oregon-Idaho Hidta  

Training Initiative 

 

A training update from Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Program Coordinator Ned Walls ~  
 

 During the 2nd quarter of 2018, the Training Initiative provided funding for the following trainings: 
 

 National 2018 Oregon Summit 

 Technology Threats and Trends in Criminal Investigations in both Idaho and Oregon 

 Mexican Drug Cartel Investigations 

 28th Annual INIA Drug/Terrorist Conference 

 2018 National Interdiction Conference 

 Opioid Overdose and Dark Net Investigation Training 

 Cellebrite Certified Operator and Physical Analyst Course 

 

Upcoming Courses: 

 

 Narco-Money Laundering and Proactive Undercover Investigations on September 10-13, 2018 at 

  the Oregon Public Safety Academy in Salem, OR.  

 

Details and registration information for future training events can be found at http://oridhidta.org/training-events   

  

Initiative Commanders - be on the lookout in August for the 2019 Training Needs Assessment to arrive in your 

email. Please complete and return it as it will be used to identify the specific trainings which are, deemed by 

you, to be the most needed and beneficial. The Training Initiative will strive to meet the needs of our HIDTA 

with as many trainings as possible in 2019. 

 

Training attendance request forms and reimbursement request forms can also be found on the website  

http://oridhidta.org under the training tab. 

 

It is the goal of the Training Initiative to bring at least one training to our region for our HIDTA members per 

quarter as well as providing funding assistance for our HIDTA members to attend additional narcotic related 

trainings. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any and all suggestions.   
 

 Contact Information: 
 

Email:  ned.walls@state.or.us   

Telephone:   503.947.8558 

http://oridhidta.org/training-events/
http://oridhidta.org/
mailto:ned.walls@state.or.us
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USMS 
Fugitive 
Task 
Force 
 

 On April 4, 2018 the U.S. Marshals Oregon 

Fugitive Task Force arrested a second man, Avarihae K. 

Collins on suspicion of murder in the fatal shooting of 

Ellante Davone Williams.  Collins and Aaron Drake 

Birt have pleaded not guilty to murder in the death of  

USMS continued on page  12 

Williams, who died at a hospital after being shot in late January, 2018 in downtown 

Portland, OR. Police said officers initially found him inside a car parked at Southwest Stark 

Street and Fourth Avenue. 
 

Birt was arrested on the night of the shooting and is currently being held in the Multnomah 

County Detention Center. Collins was arrested after members of the U.S. Marshals Service 

Fugitive Task Force saw him in a car on Northeast Halsey Street. Task Force Members and 

Gresham Police Officers stopped the car and took him into custody without incident. 
 

Collins pleaded not guilty the following day to murder and felon in possession of a firearm; 

he was indicted the previous month.  He is also jailed on a parole violation and being held 

without bail in Multnomah County's Inverness Jail. 

 On March 29, 2018, several 911 calls came in reporting gunfire in the parking lot 

of the Clackamas Town Center mall (12000 SE 82nd Ave., Clackamas County). Callers 

reported hearing anywhere from 5 to 10 shots fired and seeing two males run from the 

parking lot as well as one male, who appeared to be shot, running into the mall.   
 

Clackamas County Sheriff's Office deputies responded to the scene along with other 

agencies, who located one adult male with multiple gunshot wounds just inside the front 

entrance of the Macy's Home Store. The victim, Jahrell Hassan Lillard, 20, of San 

Leandro, California told authorities he was shot by two African-American men while 

walking to his car.   
 

Detectives from the Clackamas County Homicide and Violent Crimes Unit (HVCU) 

identified the suspects a short time later and requested the assistance of the U.S. Marshals 

Fugitive Task Force.  

Collins 

 

Jeffrey Charles Jessie was arraigned on May 7, 2018  

in Clackamas County Circuit Court. He is currently 

in Clackamas County Jail on charges that include: 

 Attempted Murder (3 counts) 

 Assault I (2 counts) 

 Assault II (2 counts) 

 Unlawful Use of a Weapon (7 counts) 

 Attempted Assault I 

 Attempted Robbery II 

 Parole Violation 

Clackamas Town Center Shooting 

On May 4, 2018, during the course of the investigation, the USMS Fugitive Task Force observed one of the two 

suspects -- Jeffrey Charles Jessie, 19, of Portland -- at the Riverwalk Apartments in Happy Valley, OR.  Members of 

the Marshals team along with Washington County Tactical Negotiations Team (TNT) personnel and Clackamas County 

Interagency Task Force (CCITF) personnel arrested Jessie without incident and recovered a handgun. 
 

Meanwhile, Portland Police arrested the second suspect -- a 17-year-old juvenile -- during a simultaneous raid at a SE 

Portland apartment. 

Jessie 
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USMS continued .... 

 In early June 2018, the USMS Oregon Fugitive Task Force received a tip regarding a man named Carl 

Costello. The tip said Costello was a dangerous fugitive who was dealing drugs, stealing from area businesses, and  

riding a stolen motorcycle. Although the address in the tip did not exist, task force members were able to determine 

where Costello was most likely staying. A criminal history check revealed Costello had warrants for Post Prison 

Violation for his original charge of PCS Methamphetamine and a second warrant for Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle 

(UUMV).  
 

isc 
Investigative 
Support 
Center 

On June 13, 2018, members of the Marshals Task Force conducted surveillance at 

2835 SE 47th Ave #12 in Portland, Oregon. Costello was observed leaving the 

apartment with a female and walked to a parked vehicle.  He was arrested without 

incident and team members continued to further the investigation related to the 

possession of narcotics.  After conducting a series of interviews with both subjects, 

team members developed enough probable cause to seize a large bag of suspected 

methamphetamine (approx. 78.3 grams), $1,139 cash proceeds of drug sales, and 

recover the stolen motorcycle that was mentioned in the original tip. 
 

Costello was booked into the Multnomah County Detention Center and charged with 

PCS/DCS Methamphetamine 78.3 grams (2.8 ounces), Possession of Stolen 

Motorcycle, Warrant for Parole Violation PCS Methamphetamine and Warrant for 

Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle.   

Costello 

 In June 2018, Oregon-Idaho HIDTA (OR_ID HIDTA) published 

the Program Year 2019 Drug Threat Assessment. Summarized below 

are major findings from the report based on analysis of information 

from law enforcement surveys, task force reporting, regional and 

national studies and statistics, and evaluation of trends in use, 

production, and trafficking.  

Internationally-based Mexican DTOs continue to dominate the illicit drug market in Oregon and Idaho and 

represent the region’s greatest criminal drug threat. These criminal organizations control the transportation and 

distribution of crystal methamphetamine, heroin, cocaine, Mexico-produced marijuana, and marijuana cultivated 

from outdoor grows on public lands in the OR-ID HIDTA. Multi-state DTOs are the second greatest criminal drug 

threat to the OR-ID HIDTA and are largely involved in transportation and distribution of crystal methamphetamine, 

heroin and cocaine, with several DTOs active in cross-border trafficking of marijuana. Criminal organizations that 

operate locally are the OR-ID HIDTA’s third serious criminal drug threat and are mainly active in trafficking and 

distributing crystal methamphetamine, heroin and cocaine in the region. 
 

Methamphetamine availability and trafficking continues to occur at a high level in the OR-ID HIDTA and remains 

the region’s greatest drug threat. Most indicators – such as related seizures, deaths, arrests, and forensic samples – 

show sustained expansion. Prices have continued to drop – the average price per pound of crystal methamphetamine 

in Oregon fell 65 percent between 2015 and 2017, while Idaho prices fell 20 percent between 2016 and 2017.  
 

Over the last six years, the drug threat environment has shifted in the OR-ID HIDTA from primarily 

methamphetamine trafficking and abuse to a dual threat that includes high availability and use of opiate-based 

drugs. Over half of Oregon and Idaho law enforcement officers surveyed in 2018 stated that crystal 

methamphetamine is their area’s leading drug threat due to its level of use, prevalence, connection to violent activity 

and property crime, and impact on caseload.  
 

Heroin has grown in availability in the last decade and ranks as the second most critical drug threat to the OR-ID 

HIDTA. Over 40 percent of law enforcement officers surveyed in the OR-ID HIDTA in 2018 reported that heroin is 

the principal threat to their area because of increased availability, the rising number of new users, the drug’s high 

overdose potential, and connection to property crime. The volume of heroin seized in 2017 (213 lb) was over 8 

times higher than 2008 (25 lb) with yearly totals of more than 130 pounds confiscated since 2011.  
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ISC continued .... 

ISC  Contacts: 
 

Watch Center:    
Micah Persons - Watch Center Supervisor 
Office - 503-934-2058 
Cell - 503-934-2075 
800.442.6248 or  
oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net 
 

 
Analytical case support:    
Terra Duncan 
503.934.2074 or   
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

General narcotics questions & trend analysis:    
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

Tech Support Contact:                  

Mike Loughary 
Office - 503.934.2068 
Cell - 503.932.1889 
Fax - 503.373.3196 
mike.loughary@doj.state.or.us 

The market for synthetic opioid drugs continues to evolve in the region and represents the OR-ID HIDTA’s third 

greatest drug threat. Although much lower than the level observed in other parts of the country, availability and use of 

synthetic opioids have expanded in the OR-ID HIDTA. Paralleling availability, the number of deaths connected to use 

of fentanyl and fentanyl analogues has grown in Oregon since 2013, with total deaths rising 379 percent between 2013 

(14) and 2017 (67).  
 

Non-medical use and diversion of controlled prescription drugs ranks as the region’s fourth serious drug threat. While 

some indicators, such as related hospitalizations, deaths and rates of prescribing, suggest a recent decline in use -- 

availability and misuse remain at a high level in the OR-ID HIDTA. Both Oregon and Idaho rates of prescription 

painkiller misuse ranked higher than the national average in 2016. The overall rise in misuse of controlled prescription 

drugs is due, in large part, to widespread availability through aggressive marketing by pharmaceutical companies; a 

policy and practice focus on prescribing opioid medications for all types of pain; and ease of access to the drugs 

through friends or family. 

mailto:oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
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2nd 
QTR 

TOTALS 

YTD  
TOTALS 

B 

A 

D 

G 

E 

S 

Firearms Seized 43 3 7 8 0 0 0 0 0 9 59 1 32 4 0 8 177 289 3 

Wire Taps 0 0 3 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 2 13 22 0 

Clan Labs  
Dismantled 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

YTD = End of 2nd Quarter 

Initiative 
Cases Opened 

Avg 2017 Qtr YTD 

BADGES N/A N/A 0 0 

BENT 173 207 11 61 

CANY/ADA 0 0 0 0 

CCITF 126 169 20 42 

CODE 143 127 48 75 

DEA BOISE 18 11 0 0 

DINT 176 221 33 81 

FBI TV 0 6 0 0 

HDTF 5 0 0 0 

HIT 300 217 38 72 

LINE 0 11 0 0 

MADGE 717 660 179 344 

MULT DDT 61 150 36 92 

OR DEA 39 0 0 3 

OSP DHE 36 101 49 100 

USMS 1,159 907 484 763 

WIN 65 69 13 30 

TOTALS 3,018 2,856 911 1,663 

DTO-MLOs 
Dismantled/ Disrupted 

Proj 2017 Qtr YTD 

0 N/A 0 0 

3 4 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

5 12 2 4 

7 8 1 1 

4 4 0 1 

4 4 0 0 

2 2 0 0 

1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

2 1 0 0 

3 4 0 1 

5 5 2 3 

13 12 0 0 

3 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

3 2 0 1 

55 58 5 11 

Cases Designated 
RPOT/CPOT 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 

Cases Qualified  
as OCDETF 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3 0 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 1 4 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

7 0 0 

Cases Designated 
PTO 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 0 1 

Arrests 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A 5 5 

131 19 39 

76 20 60 

153 20 44 

147 16 43 

61 0 23 

259 33 83 

11 0 0 

4 0 0 

55 18 35 

28 17 26 

245 84 172 

156 24 53 

98 27 44 

135 53 125 

958 319 528 

101 15 25 

2,618 670 1,305 

Initiative 
Kg of Drugs Seized 

2017 Qtr YTD 

BADGES N/A 0.4 0.4 

BENT 19.3 147.7 200.2 

CANY/ADA 331.9 138.2 298.0 

CCITF 1,242.4 62.5 100.2 

CODE 88.8 86.8 436.4 

DEA BOISE 31.6 2.1 2.6 

DINT 1,327.0 4.9 43.1 

FBI TR VAL 6.2 0.0 0.8 

HDTF 4.3 0.0 0.4 

HIT 1,750.3 19.7 85.1 

LINE 149.7 7.6 7.9 

MADGE 3,738.7 60.1 171.9 

MULT DDT 218.9 6.3 11.2 

OR DEA 2,786.6 5,055.4 7,415.3 

OSP DHE 2,523.7 444.1 1,343.0 

USMS 92.4 0.1 0.2 

WIN 100.3 3.0 46.0 

TOTALS 14,412.2 6,038.9 10,162.7 

DU of Drugs Seized 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A 148.0 148.0 

279.0 101.0 340.0 

589.0 78.0 314.0 

6,512.0 3.0 261.0 

3,510.0 0.0 223.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

146.0 772.0 779.0 

3,660.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

35,881.0 22,100.0 22,261.0 

139.0 0.0 120.0 

970.0 233.0 393.0 

335.0 6.0 6.0 

4,429.0 514.0 514.0 

4,240.0 121.0 784.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

1,168.0 13,041.0 13,041.0 

61,858.0 37,117.0 39,184.0 

Assets Seized - Cash 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A $44,462 $44,462 

$32,246 $7,193 $15,749 

$140,589 $11,791 $99,699 

$222,116 $7,680 $189,046 

$127,132 $73,547 $87,622 

$80,641 $11,101 $39,401 

$31,570 $12,870 $18,486 

$0 $0 $0 

$566 $0 $0 

$2,214,864 $545,125 $1,055,174 

$16,545 $12,591 $15,143 

$948,787 $411,622 $505,622 

$322,868 $296,043 $923,928 

$1,688,744 $437,080 $923,056 

$868,692 $70,691 $580,139 

$18,187 $1,139 $1,139 

$105,961 $15,748 $99,917 

$6,740,640 $1,958,863 $4,598,763 

Value of Non-Cash Assets Seized 

2017 Qtr YTD 

N/A $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$100,985 $79,500 $81,500 

$2,775 $1,850 $1,850 

$110,300 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$2,600 $0 $0 

$97,000 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$49,577 $8,500 $8,500 

$150,664 $699,909 $860,819 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$513,901 $789,759 $952,669 


