
 

 

                                                               Directors Message 
 

 The recently released Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) proposed Fiscal 

Year 2019 budget – “Efficient, Effective, Accountable An American Budget” – submits to 

move the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) program from the Office of 

National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) to the United States Department of Justice (USDOJ) 

and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The HIDTA program has been a part of 

ONDCP since its inception in 1988. In addition to achieving great results under ONDCP, the 

HIDTA program has enjoyed tremendous bi-partisan support in Congress. The support was 

evident last week when I had the opportunity to speak with staff members from the entire 

Oregon and Idaho congressional delegation about the drug threat that exists in the region, the 

progress that our initiatives are making to reduce drug supply and demand, and the 

interagency/interdisciplinary partnerships that have formed as a result of working together as 

part of the HIDTA program. Each and every one of those meetings concluded with a strong 

statement of support and thanks for the work that everyone in the region is doing.  
 

 The proposed move of HIDTA to DEA brings about a lot of uncertainty, questions and 

implications that could drastically change the shape and direction of the program in the years 

to come. It is important to remember that the move is only a proposal and that ultimately, 

Congress will weigh in and make the final decision about the entire FY 2019 budget to 

include where the HIDTA program is best placed. I will provide additional updates on this 

issue as they come to be.  
 

 In addition to having the opportunity last week to meet with our congressional offices 

in Washington, D.C., I also had the pleasure of attending the 2018 National HIDTA 

Conference and Awards Ceremony where a number of task forces and individuals from 

around the country were honored for their performance and service during the past year. The 

Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Interdiction Task Force (HIT) along with the Philadelphia Drug 

Trafficking Task Force received the 2018 Cooperative Effort award for their investigation of 

a multi-state fentanyl distributor. This was a case that exemplified what HIDTA stands for; 

creativity, interagency and inter-HIDTA partnerships and information sharing. And, I was 

honored to receive the Edward B. Williams Lifetime Achievement Award. Both of the award 

descriptions, which were included in the award booklet from the ceremony, are included later 

in this newsletter.  
 

 Finally, and as is always the case during this time of the year, HIDTA staff members 

are busy at work pouring though the HIDTA Performance Management Process (PMP) 

database to reconcile performance numbers for the last year. Below is a preview of what will 

be contained in the 2017 Annual Report.  
 

 During 2017 Oregon-Idaho HIDTA initiatives: 
 

 Disrupted or dismantled a total of 62 international, multi-state and local drug trafficking 

(DTO) and money laundering organizations (MLO) which is 7 more than 2016 

 Apprehended 1,081 fugitives; 217 of which had been charged with drug related crimes 
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 Seized 672 unlawfully possessed weapons from drug traffickers 

 Provided 6,900 hours of training to 387 criminal justice professionals 

 Provided analytical support to 391 cases 

 Deconflicted over 3,300 law enforcement events 

 Removed over $99.3 million wholesale value of illicit drugs from the market place and ultimately 

 communities in Oregon and Idaho 

 Seized over $7.4 million in illegally gained cash and other assets from drug traffickers 

 Achieved a return on investment (ROI) of $28.62 for every $1 invested in the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA 

 Program by the Office of National Drug Control Policy’s (ONDCP) National HIDTA Program. 

 

As always, please call or send an e-mail if you have questions, ideas, feedback, or just want to talk.  
 

Chris Gibson 

4th Quarter 2017 
Directors message continued .... 

 

2018 National HIDTA Conference and Awards Ceremony  
 

The National HIDTA Awards ceremony was held on February 8, 2018 in Washington, D.C. We are proud to 

announce the following awards were presented to Oregon-Idaho HIDTA members.  

Below is a summary of the nominations ~ 
 

 Outstanding Cooperative Effort - Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Interdiction Task Force (joint recipient 

with the Philadelphia Drug Trafficking Task Force Initiative) 
 

   Over the past year, the Oregon-Idaho and Liberty Mid-Atlantic HIDTAs, along with Homeland Security 

Investigations (HSI) and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) collaborated on a joint investigation of 

an individual suspected of selling and shipping wholesale quantities of fentanyl to customers throughout the 

United States. The suspect, who resided in the Philadelphia area, distributed the drug via the dark net 

marketplace, AlphaBay. In early 2016, two fatal overdoses in Portland, Oregon were linked to the suspect’s 

activities, and an investigation was initiated. Investigators determined that, over the course of a year, the 

suspect had conducted more than 3,700 AlphaBay transactions, totaling more than 7 kilograms of a substance 

he marketed as “China White Synthetic Heroin Fentanyl Mix,” and had generated approximately $284,000 in 

Bitcoin revenue. In mid-2017, Oregon-Idaho HIDTA task force officers traveled to Philadelphia, where they 

were joined in the investigation by Liberty Mid-Atlantic HIDTA initiative members from HSI-Philadelphia 

and the Philadelphia Police Department. As a result of this collaboration, the suspect was arrested, and 500 

grams of fentanyl was seized along with $137,000. Follow-up investigations are ongoing.  

 

  

Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Interdiction Task Force & Philadelphia Drug Trafficking Task Force Members 



 

 

   

  Edward Williams Lifetime Achievement Award - Chris Gibson, Executive Director     

 

Since 2006, Chris Gibson has been an integral member of the HIDTA community. Whether leading by example 

in the daily administration of the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA or volunteering to serve on program-and national-level 

committees, Director Gibson has displayed tireless commitment to the HIDTA Program and the broader drug 

control mission. 
 

Before assuming his current role, Director Gibson served for 18 years in local law enforcement, rising to the 

rank of Deputy Chief of Police for the Beaverton Police Department. He has ably transferred that experience to 

management of the HIDTA, overseeing its expansion to include counties in the State of Idaho, and building a 

stable infrastructure to support award-winning investigative initiatives. Each year, Director Gibson and his team 

consistently find new ways to address threats by investing Federal grant funding to meet local needs.  
 

Director Gibson’s leadership has extended to the national level. From 2012-2014, he served as Chairman of the 

National HIDTA Director’s Committee, deftly navigating budget reductions in 2013 to maintain the HIDTA 

Program. He provided critical support during the transition of the national initiatives to the National HIDTA 

Assistance Center, and currently chairs the oversight committee of the National Emerging Threats Initiative. 

Director Gibson is also a critical partner in ONDCP’s efforts to enhance and improve the HIDTA Program and 

develop the President’s National Drug Control Strategy. 
 

Most importantly, Director Gibson’s embodiment of the HIDTA spirit is best exemplified by his quiet, yet 

determined efforts to cultivate new relationships and strengthen partnerships that empower the law enforcement 

communities in Oregon and Idaho. As a result of these efforts, the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA consistently excels in 

core areas, from multi-state investigative support and interdiction activities to intelligence analysis. Notably, the 

HIDTA’s regional network links law enforcement agencies coast to coast to confront the trafficking of illicit 

fentanyl, methamphetamine, and other dangerous drugs.  
 

Director Gibson has devoted his career in law enforcement to serving others. His vision and dedication to the 

counterdrug mission continue to advance the HIDTA Program, the President’s National Drug Control Strategy, 

and the health and safety of communities across the nation.  

                                             
 

   

 
 

 

National HIDTA Awards  continued .... 

Pictured L to R 

Michael K. Gottlieb, Assistant Deputy Director - ONDCP 

Chris Gibson, Director - Oregon-Idaho HIDTA 

Richard J. Baum, Acting Director - ONDCP 
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 CCITF investigators worked with a CI to conduct a buy bust on his source, who 

is a felon with an extensive criminal history.  

 

Investigators located the target at his residence and watched as he exited with a backpack and left the area. 

Investigators followed the target to the meet location in a parking lot where he parked and walked into a store. The 

target exited the store within a few minutes and investigators took the suspect into custody without incident.  
 

Investigators seized 3 pounds of methamphetamine, $11,325 cash, and a loaded firearm inside a small safe within 

the backpack. Investigators also located a gun magazine pouch the suspect had shoplifted from the store during the 

few minutes he was inside. 

ccitf 
Clackamas 
County 
Interagency 
Task  

Force 

 During the 4th quarter of 2017: 

 CCITF investigators utilized a confidential 

informant (CI) to conduct a buy bust in Clackamas 

County.  
 

The suspect was arrested during a traffic stop and 

provided consent to search his residence. 

Investigators seized 1.6 pounds of methamphetamine 

and $2,002 cash. 

Safe Located Inside Backpack 

Methamphetamine Seizure 

$2,002 Cash Seizure $2,002 Cash Seizure 

$11,325 Cash Seizure  

Methamphetamine Seized from Safe 
Firearm Seized from Safe Safe Seized from Backpack 



 

 Page 5 4th Quarter 2017                                  HIDTA Times 

The search warrants yielded two arrests, a BHO lab, 105 pounds of marijuana, user amounts of methamphetamine 

and heroin, scales, currency, and a handgun. 
 

HOME 

 In November of 2017, the Central Oregon 

Drug Enforcement (CODE) team began an 

investigation into the distribution of heroin and 

methamphetamine. On November 15th  & 16th, 

two search warrants were executed at residences 

on a property in Crooked River Ranch, OR.    

code 
Central  
Oregon 
Drug 
Enforcement 

 On November 29, 2017, CODE worked with the 

United States Marshals Service and the Oregon State Police 

SWAT team to locate and arrest a state and federal fugitive, 

Omar Benitez, in Madras, Oregon.  He was wanted for 

numerous drug crimes as well as attempted murder and 

kidnapping.  A female, Ruby Pacheco, was an associate of 

Benitez and was arrested as well.  
 

On this same date, the CODE team obtained and executed a 

search warrant at  the location where Benitez and Pacheco had 

been residing upon their arrests.  During the execution, 7.5 

ounces of methamphetamine and 19.1 grams of cocaine were 

seized, along with digital scales, packaging material, currency, 

and 14 firearms including seven handguns and seven rifles. 
 

 In November of 2017, the CODE team executed a search warrant in Prineville, Oregon after a short term 

investigation into methamphetamine trafficking.  The search warrant yielded two arrests, three pounds of 

methamphetamine, three firearms, one stolen firearm, and over $6,000 in cash. 

dint 
Douglas  
Interagency  
Narcotics  
Team 

 In early October 2017, the Douglas County 

Interagency Narcotics team (DINT) located a large 

marijuana grow from overflights in the area of Tiller, 

OR. There were over 400 marijuana plants growing on 

the property and there was evidence of  subjects living 

there and tending to the plants. Subsequent investigation determined there 

were no medical marijuana cards or any other legal justification for the 

grow.  On October 9, 2017, DINT executed a search warrant at the property 

with assistance from the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office.  Six persons were 

taken into custody without incident.  The involved persons were from 

various other states to include: California, Nevada, and New York.   

The suspects had been harvesting the plants prior to DINT’s arrival.  DINT 

seized 323 live marijuana plants along with a tremendous amount of drying, 

and processed marijuana. 

DINT continued on page  4 

 In November of 2017, DINT received information that 57 year old 

Larry Burrow was a major supplier of methamphetamine to the south 

county area.  During targeted enforcement operations, DINT was able to 

develop an informant who was cooperative.  Conversations with Burrow 

resulted in an agreement for Burrow to sell methamphetamine to the 

informant.   

Benitez Seizure 

Tiller, Oregon Seizure 
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 On November 29, 2017, DINT arrested Dan 

Enos, his girlfriend Lacy Yarberry, and Yarberry’s  

DINT continued .... 

Surveillance by DINT detectives, in conjunction 

with phone conversations with the suspect, enabled 

DINT to coordinate a traffic stop on Burrow as he 

was heading to a meeting spot.  A search of 

Burrow yielded approximately 30 grams of 

methamphetamine and over $1,000 in cash.   

Enos was charged with multiple counts of possession and delivery of 

methamphetamine and heroin as well as delivery within 1,000’ of a 

school. Yarberry and Hopkins were both charged with possessing and 

delivering methamphetamine and heroin.   

 On December 22, 2017, DINT 

arrested Kenneth Robertson and his wife 

Danielle Cleere on multiple drug related 

crimes.  
 

DINT detectives received information that  

daughter Vanessa Hopkins at Enos’ residence near South Umpqua High 

School in Myrtle Creek, OR.  
 

DINT had received numerous reports about Enos being a high volume 

dealer in both methamphetamine and heroin.  DINT was able to develop 

an investigative strategy that resulted in two controlled buys of heroin 

from Enos at his residence. DINT followed up the controlled buys with a 

search warrant at Enos’ residence where they located heroin, 

methamphetamine, packaging materials, drug records, drug paraphernalia, 

two firearms, and over $1,000 cash. The residence was also being used as 

a flop house for numerous addicts and transient people.   

          Robertson was dealing large amounts of 

methamphetamine from his residence in Sutherlin, OR.  After 

a lengthy investigation that included controlled buys from 

both Robertson and Cleere, DINT executed a search warrant at 

Robertson’s residence.  
 

DINT detectives located approximately a half pound of 

methamphetamine along with a large amount of evidence of 

methamphetamine dealing, and over $1,500 cash.  DINT 

detectives also located a large amount of marijuana and 

evidence of a BHO lab.   

Robertson Seizure 

Burrow 

Enos 

Hopkins 

Robertson Cleere 

Burrow Seizure 

Burrow Seizure 

Robertson Seizure 



 

 Page 7 4th Quarter 2017                                  HIDTA Times HOME 

hit 
HIDTA  
Interdiction 
Team 
 

 During the 4th quarter of 2017, HIDTA Interdiction Taskforce 

(HIT) officers were working criminal narcotics interdiction at the Portland 

Amtrak Station.  During their contacts officers located two subjects 

traveling under suspicious travel patterns.  They contacted the subjects and 

deployed a narcotics K9 on their luggage.  After receiving a positive K9 

alert, officers received consent to search the bags.  
 

Inside the bags officers located approximately $70,000 in U.S. currency. The 

currency was vacuum sealed and placed inside manila envelopes, then 

secreted in a laptop case. The two travelers confessed to traveling from 

Minnesota to Oregon with the currency, intending to purchase marijuana for 

resale in Minnesota.  

 HIT officers continued working spinoff cases on a long term Dark Net 

investigation.  All of these cases involve parcels being mailed into the area 

containing controlled substances.   
 

During the week of November 21, 2017 investigators intercepted a parcel 

containing approximately 28 grams of Fentanyl.  They conducted a controlled 

delivery of the parcel on November 23rd which ultimately led to search 

warrants on two residences, a vehicle and two safe deposit boxes. 

Also located inside the bags were multiple computer hard drives.  HIT 

investigators learned through interviewing these subjects that the hard drives 

contained thousands of images of child pornography.  FBI agents responded to 

assist with the case and were able to analyze the drives and found a 10 year 

collection of child pornography. 
 

The primary subject was ultimately charged in state court with Money 

Laundering and federal court with multiple charges related to the child 

pornography. 

HIT investigators were able to confirm the subject of the investigation was a 

Dark Net dealer of Fentanyl.  Investigators seized computers and other 

forensic evidence linking the subject to his Dark Net profile.  They also seized 

additional small amounts of Fentanyl powder and $15,000 in U.S. currency. 
 

Upon conclusion of the investigation, HIT investigators seized the dealer’s 

condominium in Lake Oswego, Oregon, his 2013 Audi sedan and over 

$750,000 in virtual currency which was converted to U.S. currency for 

seizure. 

Currency Seized from Dark Net Case 

Amtrak Seizure 

Fentanyl Seized from Parcel 

Amtrak Seizure 
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ISP-DHE 
Idaho State 
Police 
Domestic  
Highway 

Enforcement 

changing and conflicting stories of the occupant’s travel plans, the trooper searched the vehicle.  
 

After the search was completed, a total of 215 pounds of marijuana, and approximately 388 dosage units of hash oil 

were seized. 

  On October 11, 2017, an 

Idaho State Police (ISP) trooper 

conducted a traffic stop on a gray 

Chevrolet Suburban traveling 

eastbound on I-84 near Mountain 

Home, Idaho. After hearing  

 On November 4, 2017, an ISP trooper stopped a black 

Infiniti M35 traveling eastbound on I-90 near mile post 20. 

After talking with the occupant of the vehicle, the trooper 

conducted a search on the vehicle, resulting in the seizure of 

69 pounds of marijuana.  

 On November 22, 2017, an ISP trooper conducted a traffic stop 

on a 2006 Ford motorhome traveling eastbound on I-86 near 

 On November 30, 2017, an ISP trooper conducted a traffic stop on  

a black 2017 Dodge Journey traveling northbound on I-15 near Idaho Falls, Idaho.  
 

During the stop, a drug K9 alerted to drugs. Acting on the positive alert, the trooper 

searched the vehicle, revealing 1.13 pounds of methamphetamine in the trunk of the 

vehicle. 

Pocatello, Idaho.  During the stop, a drug K-9 conducted an air sniff on 

the vehicle resulting in a positive alert to a drug substance emitting from  

the vehicle.  
 

Further search of the motorhome revealed 

an aftermarket hidden compartment 

containing 166.5 pounds of marijuana. 

ISP continued on page  7 

Chevrolet Suburban Seizure 

Ford Motorhome 

Dodge Seizure 

Motorhome Seizure 
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ISP continued .... 

 On December 14, 2017, an ISP trooper conducted a traffic stop 

on a black 2017 Nissan Pathfinder traveling northbound on I-15 near 

Idaho Falls, Idaho. After noticing multiple felony trafficking indicators 

from the occupant and the vehicle, the trooper conducted a search of 

the vehicle.  
 

After completion of the search, 1.25 pounds of methamphetamine were 

seized from the vehicle.  

 On December 14, 2017, an ISP trooper conducted a 

traffic stop on a blue Chevrolet Impala traveling eastbound on  

I-84 near milepost 8. The trooper noticed displaced items from 

the trunk in the back seat of the car the occupants could not 

explain. The occupants admitted to having marijuana joints in 

the car, which led to a search of the vehicle.  
 

After the search was complete, 70.4 pounds of marijuana, 50 ml 

of hash oil, and a Sig Sauer P238 firearm were seized from the 

vehicle. 
 

The marijuana was being transported in the large white 

containers behind the marijuana shown in the picture. 

isc 
Investigative 
Support 
Center 

ISC  Contacts: 
 

Watch Center:    
800.442.6248 or  
oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net 

 

Analytical case support:    
Terra Duncan 
503.934.2074 or   
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

General narcotics questions & trend analysis:    
tduncan5@wsin.riss.net 

 

Tech Support Contact:                  

Mike Loughary 
Office: 503.934.2068 
Cell: 503.932.1889 
Fax: 503.373.3196 
mike.loughary@doj.state.or.us 

Chevrolet Impala Seizure 

Nissan Seizure 

mailto:oregonwatch@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
mailto:tduncan5@wsin.riss.net
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in Medford, OR. A total of 39 plants were seized and destroyed. Patsy and Rick Cook were cited and released.  
 

MADGE investigators believe others were involved and the case remains under investigation.  

MADGE 
Medford 
Area 
Drug & 
Gang 

Enforcement 

 On October 10, 2017, the 

Medford Area Drug & Gang 

Enforcement team (MADGE), served 

a search warrant for an illegal 

marijuana grow on Table Rock Rd 

 On October 12, 2017,  MADGE received 

information that Clara Rodgers-Kloes was 

transporting a large quantity of heroin.  
 

A traffic stop was conducted and the vehicle was 

seized. A search warrant was executed and 449 

grams of heroin was seized.  
 

Rodgers-Kloes was lodged on PCS/DCS heroin.  

 On October 24, 2017, with assistance from Jackson County SO SWAT and Medford PD SWAT, MADGE 

served a search warrant at the old Willamette Egg Farm (13003 Hwy 62) and a residence at 240 Reanna Way in 

Medford, OR. The case began when a package was mailed via FedEx from the Hwy 62 

address.  

MADGE continued on page  9 

The property was a legal medical marijuana site, however, the owners were engaged in 

illegal sales and were well over the amounts allowed.  

 

After both search warrants were served, a total of 485.61 grams of methamphetamine, 

14.48 psilocybin, 6701.74 pounds of marijuana (which equals 3.26 tons), 1081.70 grams 

of butane honey oil, 239 outdoor marijuana plants, and $7,660 was seized.   
 

Clifton Dwight Crump was arrested on PCS/DCS meth x 2, PCS/MCS/DCS marijuana.  

Benjamin McFarland was arrested on a warrant and there is probable cause for drug 

charges. A warrant has been requested. 

McFarland Crump 

Rodgers-Kloes 

Crump Seizure 

Table Rock Rd Property 

Crump Methamphetamine Seizure 

Crump Seizure 
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 On October 25, 2017, MADGE served a search warrant at 612 Hamilton St. in Medford, OR. Detectives seized  

145.26 grams of heroin, .41 grams of methamphetamine, and $4,243.  Kristian Wattenbarger-Clayton and Kevin 

Lowery were arrested.  

MADGE continued .... 

Wattenbarger-Clayton Lowry 

 While MADGE was conducting follow up investigation on 

a drug trafficking organization (DTO), they learned of a suspect 

by the name of Raymond Walker who was in the Medford area 

and in possession of methamphetamine.  
 

On October 15, 2017, contact was made with Walker and another 

subject, Andre Perkins. Both subjects are from the Stockton, CA 

area. Walker was found to be in possession of 256.23 grams of 

methamphetamine. He was arrested and lodged on drug charges.  
 

Perkins was lodged on two charges of  public indecency after he 

attempted to engage in a sexual act behind Walmart as detectives 

arrived. 

Perkins Walker 

  On November 17, 2017, MADGE located Matthew Grant 

James. James fought with the detectives but was eventually secured 

in handcuffs. 
  

James was lodged on PCS/MCS/DCS heroin, PCS/MCS/DCS 

cocaine, PCS methamphetamine, PCS Controlled Substance x 2, 

PCS/DCS marijuana, resisting arrest, assault on peace officer and for 

warrants.  
 

A search warrant was granted the following day and detectives 

located additional drugs in James’ backpack. In all, 1.52 grams of 

methamphetamine, 41.21 grams of heroin, 2.47 grams of cocaine, 

297 grams of marijuana, 13 Clonazepam and $6,385 was seized. 

  MADGE received information that a male subject driving an 

Acura was selling large quantities of methamphetamine. On 

December 14, 2017, MADGE detectives located the vehicle and a 

traffic stop was initiated.  
  

Contact was made with Jaime and Mario Castro. Jaime Castro had 

$2,996 on his person. A records check revealed that he was on felony 

parole for drugs. Mario Castro had $294 on his person and a 

concealed weapon that returned as stolen.  
 

K-9 Jack alerted to the vehicle. A search warrant was granted for the 

vehicle and detectives located 2.52 pounds of  methamphetamine and 

$3,000.  

Jaime Castro Mario Castro 

James Seizure 

James Seizure 
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mcso 
Dangerous 
Drug  
Team  
 

  On October 13, 2017, members of the 

Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) DDT 

arrested Daniel Bonin for the second time within a two 

week period. On the first occasion, Bonin had one 

pound of methamphetamine and approximately  

$45,000 cash.  On the second occasion he was arrested on his warrant from the first case with another ¼ pound of 

methamphetamine and approximately $12,000 cash.  

 On October 13, 2017, members of 

MCSO DDT arrested Jesus Solis with 1 

pound of methamphetamine and $1,468 

cash.   
 

MCSO DDT received consent to search 

his residence and located a kilo of 

cocaine and an AR-15 pistol.  

 In October 2017, MCSO DDT arrested Albert 

Champagne on two occasions seizing almost $30,000 

in U.S. currency, 36 grams methamphetamine and 

313 grams of heroin. 
 

MCSO DDT identified one of Champagne’s sources 

in Clackamas County and arrested two additional 

suspects, seized an additional $16,000 in U.S. 

currency, two vehicles, 750 grams of heroin, 25 

grams of methamphetamine and cocaine.   
 

Clackamas County Interagency Task Force (CCITF) 

assisted MCSO DDT in the arrests and prosecutions. 

MCSO DDT continued on page  11 

  

 In October 2017,  MCSO DDT 

initiated a human trafficking investigation 

into a suspect named Tyree Harris.  MCSO 

DDT wrote multiple warrants to track 

Harris as he traveled between Portland, Las 

Vegas NV, Arizona and Texas during 

October and November of 2017.   
 

Kilo of Cocaine Seized from Solis 

AR-15 Seized from Solis 

 

 Bonin Cash Seizure 
Bonin Seizure 

Champagne Source Seizure 

Champagne Source 

Seizure 

Champagne Cash Seizure 

Albert Champagne Seizure 
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 Also during the 4th quarter of 2017,  MCSO DDT has identified one MLO (working on a second) and has 

written three search warrants to Wells Fargo Bank.  This MLO has been sending $5,000 cash increments into funnel 

accounts that are then diverted to the main accounts in Mexico.  In Mexico several subjects then withdraw all the 

cash from the accounts.  In a three month period, SIU has tracked over $200,000 cash sent from multiple states to 

Mexico. 
 

The second MLO investigation involves buying cars at Portland, Oregon auto auctions with drug proceeds and using 

a car hauler to ship the cars down to Calexico, California.  Once the cars arrive in Calexico, the cartel sends drivers 

across the border to pick up the cars and drive them into Mexico to be sold.  

MCSO DDT collaborated with agencies from multiple states to gather hotel rosters in an effort to identify the woman 

or women traveling with Harris.  In December, Harris traveled to Greenburgh, New York.  MCSO DDT contacted 

Greenburgh PD and their street crimes team identified Harris at a local hotel based on information provided by 

MCSO DDT.  Geanna Simmons and Harris were arrested for prostitution and promoting prostitution in New York.   
 

Harris returned to Portland where he was taken into custody for parole violations.  Search warrants were executed on 

Portland addresses frequented by Harris and his cases are pending prosecution.  

MCSO DDT continued .... 

Oregon-Idaho Hidta  

Training Initiative 

A message from the Oregon-Idaho HIDTA Program Coordinator Ned Walls ~  
 

 During the 4th quarter of 2017, Oregon-Idaho HIDTA provided funding for the following trainings: 
 

 Excel for Public Safety in Meridian, ID 

 CNOA in Reno, Nevada 

 Drug Unit Supervisor Training in Seattle, WA 

 HIDTA PMP Training in Meridian, ID 

 Heroin Strategy Response in Atlanta, GA 
 

 Upcoming scheduled trainings include: 
 

 Narcotic Officer Survival - Red Flag Indicators on March 1-2 in Meridian, ID 

 HIDTA PMP Training on March 7 in Salem, OR 

 Technology, Threats & Trends in Criminal Investigations on March 15-16 in Salem, OR 

 Technology, Threats & Trends in Criminal Investigations on April 19-20 in Meridian, ID 
 

In September 2018, Oregon-Idaho HIDTA will be hosting Narco-Money Laundering and Proactive 

Undercover Investigations in Salem, OR. Watch for more information on that. 
 

Also, mark your calendars for July 10-12, 2018 for the Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association Training 

Institute at Eagle Crest in Redmond, OR.  
 

Details for future training events can be viewed at http://oridhidta.org/training-events   
 

It is our goal to bring at least one training to our region for our HIDTA members per quarter in addition to 

providing funding assistance for our HIDTA members to attend narcotic related trainings whenever possible.  

Please feel free to contact me with any and all suggestions.   
 

 Contact Information: 
 

Email:  ned.walls@state.or.us   

Telephone:   503.947.8558 

http://oridhidta.org/training-events/
mailto:ned.walls@state.or.us
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0SP-DHE 
Oregon State 
Police 
Domestic  
Highway 

Enforcement 

  On October 18, 2017, an 

Oregon State Police (OSP) 

trooper stopped a 2017 Ford 

Explorer for speeding on 

Interstate 5 near Merlin, OR.  

During the stop, the trooper became suspicious of criminal conduct 

and searched the vehicle following a road side investigation. During 

the search, 201 pounds of packaged marijuana was discovered in the 

vehicle.  
 

The investigation revealed that the driver, Pandy HOUT, from 

Shakopee, MN and passenger Lor MENG, from Sacramento, CA 

had flown into the Medford Airport from Denver, CO and rented the 

Ford Explorer. They then traveled to an unknown location in 

California and acquired the marijuana. It is believed they were 

transporting the marijuana to Minnesota. 

 On October 26, 2017, 

an Oregon State trooper  

stopped a U-Haul vehicle on 

Hwy 395 in Lake County for 

a traffic violation.  The 

occupants were traveling 

from Grants Pass, OR to 

Murphysboro, IL.   

Hout Meng 

After the trooper detected the odor of marijuana and other signs of criminal behavior, 

a consent search was conducted and 188 pounds of processed marijuana was located 

within the U-Haul.   
 

Follow up investigation at a residence in Josephine County located an additional 200 

pounds of processed marijuana and 400 pounds of marijuana shake along with 4 

firearms.  The two male suspects were arrested for Unlawful Export and Delivery of 

Marijuana. 

 On November 27, 2017, an Oregon State Trooper stopped a 

2017 Nissan Maxima on I-5 NB MP 7 for failure to maintain a lane of 

travel.  The male driver, Adam Smith, failed to present a driver’s 

license and the female passenger was contacted.  The female 

passenger, Bonita Alvarado, had a kilo of cocaine lying on the 

floorboard between her feet.   
 

The occupants were traveling from Los Angeles, CA to Seattle, WA. Both suspects 

were lodged in the Jackson County Jail. 

Alvarado Smith 

A search of the vehicle was 

conducted. Two kilos of heroin 

were located on the rear 

passenger floorboard and $1,680 

in U.S. currency was seized.  

OSP-DHE continued on page  13 

Interstate 5 Seizure 

Lake/Josephine County Seizure 

 

Nissan Maxima Seizure 
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 On December 4, 2017, an Oregon State Trooper stopped a 2015 Cadillac 

Escalade on Hwy 140 in Klamath County for a traffic violation.  After the trooper 

observed numerous signs of criminal activity, the two male occupants provided written 

consent to search the vehicle.   
 

Two manufactured compartments were located containing $444,030 in U.S. currency.  

Suspected controlled substances were also located pending laboratory results.  The 

occupants were traveling from Houston, TX to an unknown location within Oregon and 

they disclaimed ownership of the currency.  The occupants were lodged on money 

laundering charges. 

 On December 7, 2017, an OSP trooper stopped a 2018 Nissan 

Maxima along Hwy 97 in Klamath County for a speed violation.  

During the course of the stop several signs of suspicious activity were 

detected.   
 

During a consent search, 7.8 pounds of methamphetamine was located.  

The lone female driver was arrested for PCS – Methamphetamine and 

DCS – Methamphetamine. 

OSP -DHE continued .... 

Cadillac Hidden Compartment Cadillac Hidden Compartment 

Nissan Seizure 

 

Cadillac Seizure 
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USMS 
Fugitive 
Task 
Force 
 

 On October 12, 2017, Portland Police officers 

responded to an early morning shooting at an apartment 

located in the 9200 block of SE Stark Street. Upon 

arrival, officers found the victim of an apparent gunshot 

wound and determined the suspect had forced entry into 

USMS continued on page  15 

the residence residence in search of drugs and money before the shooting.  Further 

investigation determined that the victim was a heroin dealer and the suspect was identified 

as Shane Martin, a known heroin customer looking for more drugs.  Martin who was 

currently wanted for delivery of methamphetamine charges, fled the scene and the victim 

was taken to the hospital where he later recovered from the gunshot wound.  An arrest 

warrant was issued for numerous new charges related to the incident. Martin was also 

wanted on a Nevada state warrant stemming from a recent arrest for possession of a 

handgun. 
 

Portland Police detectives requested the assistance of the Oregon U.S. Marshals Fugitive 

Task Force and the team began its investigation to locate and apprehend Martin.  Martin 

was transient while on the run and information developed by investigators determined he 

did not stay at the same location regularly.   

Martin 

On November 17, 2017, U.S. Marshals located Martin at a residence located near the 16400 block of Chessington 

Court, in Gladstone, OR.  He attempted to hide inside the location but team members were able to safely make entry 

and arrest him without further incident. 

 In 2016, the Central Oregon Drug Enforcement Team (CODE) began assisting the FBI and U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration with a large drug investigation occurring in the Madras and Redmond, Oregon area. On 

September 27, 2017, 12 people were arrested as a result of that investigation.  The investigation also included the 

federal indictment of Omar Benitez. However, he was not located at that time.  
 

The Jefferson County Sheriff's Office also had interest in locating Benitez. Their agency began an attempted murder 

and kidnapping investigation involving a firearm in August of 2017. Since then, an arrest warrant was obtained for 

him, but exhaustive efforts to locate him were unsuccessful.  In addition, there were two more warrants for the arrest 

of Benitez related to methamphetamine possession and felony assault.  
 

On October 15, 2017, the Oregon U.S. Marshals Fugitive Task Force was requested by the Madras Police 

Department and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office to assist in locating Omar Benitez.   During the course of the 

fugitive investigation several locations were surveilled in central Oregon and investigators developed information 

leading to a possible location in Madras, Oregon.    

On November 29, 2017, U.S. Marshals and Oregon State Police SWAT team members descended upon a residence 

located near the 700 block of NW 1st Street, Madras, Oregon.  Benitez was observed walking in and outside of the 

residence.  The residence was surrounded and Benitez was ordered to surrender and come out of the location.  He was 

arrested without incident and a female, Ruby Pacheco, 25, of Madras, also came out and was detained.   

Benitez Benitez Seizure 
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USMS continued .... 

 On November 2, 2017, members of the Oregon U.S. Marshals Fugitive Task Force 

arrested a 20-year-man accused of attacking and raping a woman in southeast Portland in 

October 2017 after following her off a TriMet bus. 
 

Gary Streeter-Hillerich III was booked into the Multnomah County jail in connection with 

the October 15, 2017 attack. He is accused of first degree rape, first degree sodomy, first 

degree sexual abuse, first degree kidnapping, second degree assault and second degree 

robbery. 
 

The woman was attacked near Southeast 7th Avenue and Grant Street, after departing a 

TriMet Line 4 bus from southwest Portland. She was discovered minutes later by two 

passersby who saw her coming out of the bushes and Portland police officers quickly 

arrived to investigate the assault.  A review of bus surveillance video assisted police in the 

identification of Streeter-Hillerich III.      

Detectives requested assistance of the U.S. Marshals Fugitive Task Force which resulted in the capture of Streeter-

Hillerich III at a residence located at the 1500 block of North Terry Street, Portland, OR.  His arrest was without 

incident and his case is currently pending trial.  

Streeter-Hillerich III 

 On November 10, 2017, Portland Police officers responded to a call of shots fired 

at the 8100 block of Southeast Glenwood Street, Portland, Oregon.  When officers 

arrived on scene they found 52 year old Robert Lee Kaiser dead near a home. The 

Oregon State Medical Examiner determined that Kaiser died of homicidal violence as a 

result of a gunshot injury. 
 

During the investigation, PPB detectives developed probable cause to arrest Shawn 

Kevin McGinnis in connection with Kaiser's death and secured a warrant for McGinnis’ 

arrest.    

McGinnis 

The CODE team obtained a search warrant which resulted in the seizure of commercial quantities of 

methamphetamine and cocaine, digital scales, packaging material, currency, and 14 firearms - seven handguns and 

seven rifles.   
 

Pacheco was aware Benitez was wanted and hindered his apprehension. Benitez and Pacheco were both lodged at the 

Jefferson County Jail. 

 

At the request of detectives, the Oregon USMS Fugitive Task 

Force began searching for the suspect and within 3 days arrested 

McGinnis on November 13, 2017 at a home in the 300 block of 

Southeast 45th Avenue without incident.   
 

McGinnis was booked into the Multnomah County Jail on charges 

of murder, felon in possession of a firearm, and unlawful use of a 

weapon.   

McGinnis Arrest 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVE ACTIVITY 

2017 
4th Quarter 
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4th 
QTR 

TOTALS 

YTD  
TOTALS 

Firearms Seized 0 4 6 24 4 17 0 0 3 9 103 2 30 13 20 0 235 580 

Wire Taps 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 

Clan Labs  
Dismantled 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

YTD = End of 4th Quarter 

Initiative 
Cases Opened 

Proj 2016 Qtr YTD 

BENT 186 148 50 207 

CANY/ADA 0 0 0 0 

CCITF 113 151 33 169 

CODE/WSPD 157 173 40 126 

DEA BOISE 20 39 0 11 

DINT 168 203 79 221 

FBI TV 2 0 0 6 

HDTF 25 17 0 0 

HIT 390 203 65 217 

LINE 20 N/A 0 11 

MADGE 744 598 182 660 

MULT DDT 46 69 28 150 

OR DEA 57 31 0 0 

OSP DHE 110 109 44 100 

USMS 1000 1112 0 907 

WIN 60 80 13 69 

TOTALS 3232 2933 534 2854 

DTO-MLOs 
Dismantled/ Disrupted 

Proj 2016 Qtr YTD 

3 3 0 4 

0 0 0 0 

4 8 0 12 

8 12 2 9 

4 5 0 4 

4 4 1 4 

2 0 0 2 

1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

1 N/A 1 1 

3 1 1 4 

4 4 1 5 

14 10 6 12 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

4 3 1 2 

69 55 13 59 

Cases Designated 
RPOT/CPOT 

2016 Qtr YTD 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

N/A 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 1 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 1 1 

Cases Qualified  
as OCDETF 

2016 Qtr YTD 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 1 4 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3 1 7 

Cases Designated 
PTO 

2016 Qtr YTD 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 2 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

N/A 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 0 2 

Arrests 

2016 Qtr YTD 

109 24 131 

0 33 76 

210 33 153 

191 28 148 

113 12 61 

275 86 259 

0 0 11 

1 0 4 

50 20 55 

N/A 8 28 

248 60 245 

100 24 156 

144 26 98 

156 62 135 

464 241 958 

61 21 101 

2122 646 2619 

Initiative 
Kg of Drugs Seized 

2016 Qtr YTD 

BENT 228.9 0.5 16.8 

CANY/ADA 213.6 218.4 332.5 

CCITF 107.9 23.8 1,242.4 

CODE/WSPD 3,923.9 64.0 88.7 

DEA BOISE 69.2 9.2 31.6 

DINT 1,586.9 1042.5 2254.6 

FBI TR VAL 1.9 0.5 6.2 

HDTF 1.6 0.0 4.4 

HIT 316.0 1589.1 1,749.8 

LINE N/A 37.6 167.8 

MADGE 302.2 3322.4 3,738.7 

MULT DDT 59.9 3.5 218.9 

OR DEA 1,390.6 1237.4 2,787.7 

OSP DHE 1,319.2 1589.1 2,523.8 

USMS 6.5 90.9 92.4 

WIN 120.1 2.2 100.3 

TOTALS 9,748.5 9,231.1 15,356.4 

DU of Drugs Seized 

2016 Qtr YTD 

2.5 80.0 279.0 

103.0 262.0 591.0 

3,343.0 0.0 6,512.0 

302.0 685.0 1,876.0 

96.0 0.0 0.0 

1,936.0 26.0 148.0 

0.0 3590.0 9,170.0 

40.0 0.0 0.0 

2,478.0 7286.0 35,881.0 

N/A 0.0 121.0 

1,160.0 634.0 870.0 

56.0 30.0 335.0 

16.0 4188.0 4,429.0 

839.0 1913.0 4,105.0 

20.0 0.0 0.0 

93.0 53.0 1,168.0 

11,200.5 18,747.0 65,485.0 

Assets Seized - Cash 

2016 Qtr YTD 

$25,152 $0 $32,246 

$140,589 $36,584 $61,721 

$350,107 $25,269 $222,116 

$110,356 $10,290 $126,638 

$88,868 $24,441 $80,641 

$86,551 $9,368 $31,570 

$1,650 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $566 

$1,708,738 $1,183,038 $2,077,090 

N/A $6,598 $16,545 

$606,643 $231,327 $948,787 

$219,223 $64,409 $322,868 

$1,385,274 $501,121 $1,688,744 

$383,207 $504,444 $868,692 

$7,149 $2,028 $18,187 

$219,546 $10,558 $105,961 

$5,333,053 $2,609,474 $6,602,371 

Value of Non-Cash Assets Seized 

2016 Qtr YTD 

$42,000 $0 $0 

$1 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$388,977 $0 $100,985 

$21,725 $0 $2,775 

$26,650 $22,800 $110,300 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $2,600 

$0 $97,000 $97,000 

N/A $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$27,573 $23,108 $49,577 

$234,496 $0 $150,664 

$14,638 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $0 

$756,060 $142,908 $513,901 


